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office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 1 7 4
mobile: 0 5 2 - 8 6 0 - 7 2 2 7
home: 0 9 - 7 4 6 - 7 6 3 6
ey t a n . g i l bo a@b i u . a c . i l

Prof. Eytan Gilboa
(Ph.D. Harvard U.)
Expert on American-Israeli 
relations, U.S. policy in the Middle 
East, American and Israeli politics 
and public opinion. 

office: 0 3 - 6 4 4 - 8 9 7 7
mobile: 0 5 4 - 4 6 3 - 0 5 1 5
d r g f 2 0 0 3 @ y a h o o . c o m

Dr. Gil Feiler
(Ph.D. Tel Aviv U.)
Specializes in Arab markets and 
economies, Palestinian economic 
development, Mideast economic 
cooperation and Israeli-Arab trade. 

office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 9
mobile: 0 5 4 - 5 4 8 - 5 9 0 9
home: 0 2 - 5 3 5 - 3 5 9 3
hil lel . fr isch@gma i l . com

Prof. Hillel Frisch
(Ph.D. Hebrew U.)
Expert on Palestinian and Islamic 
politics, institutions and military 
strategies; and the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt and Jordan.

mobile: 0 5 0 - 6 2 0 - 0 5 0 5
g j a m i d @ h o t m a i l . c o m

Maj. Gen. (res.) Yaakov Amidror
The Anne and Greg Rosshandler 
Senior Fellow. Former National 
Security Advisor to the Prime 
Minister, Military Secretary to the 
Defense Minister, and Director of 
the Research Division in Military 
Intelligence. office:  0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 8 1 6

mobile: 0 5 4 - 6 6 7 - 2 9 9 9
home:  0 3 - 6 7 6 - 5 2 6 0
e f r a t . a v i v @ b i u . a c . i l

Dr. Efrat Aviv
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.)
Specializes in modern Turkey, 
Turkish history, and the Islamic-
spiritual Gulen movement.

mobile: 0 5 4 - 4 2 7 - 9 2 9 2
Yaeli.Bloch-Elkon@biu.ac.il

Dr.  Yael Bloch-Elkon
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.) 
Specializes in U.S. public opinion on 
Israel and the Middle East.

mobile: 0 5 2 - 3 3 4 - 3 9 2 1
moni.chorev@gmail .com

Brig. Gen. (res.) Moni Chorev
Specializes in military and strategic 
doctrine, and evaluation of military 
performance. Former division 
commander, and commander of the 
IDF Officer School. 

mobile: 0 5 2 - 9 2 5 - 7 3 7 7
gershon218@gmai l .com 

Maj. Gen. (res.) Gershon Hacohen 
Served with the IDF for 42 years, 
as a battalion, brigade, division 
and corps commander, as head of 
the military doctrine and training 
department, and as head of the 
National Defense Colleges.



mobile: 0 5 4 - 4 9 8 - 0 5 7 2
home:  0 3 - 5 3 4 - 7 3 6 3
a b y h a r @ z a h a v . n e t . i l

Col. (res.) Aby Har-Even
Former head of the Israel Space 
Agency and of the satellite 
launching program at the Israel 
Aircraft Industries.

mobile: 0 5 2 - 6 2 2 - 2 3 9 4
home: 0 8 - 9 2 6 - 4 0 2 8
t . h e r s h c o @ g m a i l . c o m

Dr.  Tsilla Hershco
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.)
Specializes in Franco-Israeli 
relations, U.S.-French relations, 
France and the Mideast conflict, 
and Muslims and Jews in France.

mobile: 0 5 2 - 5 9 2 - 2 2 7 9
eadohech t@wa l l a . com

Dr.  Eado Hecht 
(Ph.D. Hebrew U.)
Specializes in military theory, 
history and operations. Teaches 
at the IDF Command and 
General Staff Colleges.

mobile: 0 5 0 - 6 2 0 - 5 3 5 4
eranlerman57@gmail.com

Col. (res.) Dr. Eran Lerman
(Ph.D. London School of Economics)
Former deputy chief of the National 
Security Council, senior IDF Military 
Intelligence division director, and 
Israel director of the American 
Jewish Committee. Teaches at 
Shalem College.

office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 3 7 4
mobile: 0 5 4 - 4 7 7 - 8 9 0 8
home: 0 9 - 7 4 4 - 9 1 6 2
mordechaikedar@gmail.com

Lt. Col. (res.) Dr. Mordechai Kedar
(Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.) 
Former Syria desk officer in IDF 
Military Intelligence. Expert on radical 
Islam, Hamas, Hezbollah, the Syrian 
civil war, and Israeli Arabs.

mobile: 0 5 2 - 9 5 2 - 2 1 4 8
e f k a 4 8 @ g m a i l . c o m

Prof. Efraim Karsh
(Ph.D. TAU)
Specializes in Middle Eastern 
history and politics, the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, superpower 
involvement in the Middle East, and 
Islamic movements. 

office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 9
mobile: 0 5 4 - 6 6 0 - 3 4 0 9
home: 0 2 - 5 8 7 - 0 1 6 9
i n b a r @ b e s a c e n t e r. o r g

Prof. Efraim Inbar
(Ph.D. U. of Chicago)
Director of the BESA Center.  A veteran 
authority on the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
strategic developments in the Mideast. 
Expert on Israeli strategic doctrine, US 
Middle East policy, and Israel-Turkey relations. 

home: 0 3 - 6 1 3 - 3 0 4 5
mobile: 0 5 2 - 3 9 0 - 4 9 8 1
l e v k o @ s m i l e . n e t . i l

Dr.  Alon Levkowitz
(Ph.D. Hebrew U.)
Specializes in East Asian security, 
the Korean peninsula (foreign, 
security, politics and history), and 
Asian international organizations.



mobile: 0 5 4 - 4 6 7 - 4 5 9 7
home: 0 2 - 6 4 1 - 4 2 3 4
sandler.shmuel@gmail.com

Prof. Shmuel Sandler
(Ph.D. Johns Hopkins U.)
Expert on Israeli electoral politics, 
Israeli foreign policy and national 
security, and U.S. foreign policy.

office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 8 7 3
mobile: 0 5 4 - 5 7 7 - 5 8 1 7
home: 0 8 - 9 7 0 - 7 2 2 0
jonathan.rynhold@biu.ac.il

Dr. Jonathan Rynhold
(Ph.D. London School of Economics)
Specializes in Israeli peace diplomacy, 
U.S.-Israel relations, U.K.-Israel 
relations, and NGO involvement in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

o f f i c e : 0 8 - 8 5 9 - 2 6 3 2
mobile: 0 5 2 - 8 3 0 - 8 5 9 0
u r u b i n 1 @ 0 1 2 . n e t . i l

Mr. Uzi Rubin
Preeminent Israeli expert on missile 
defense. Founder and director of 
the Arrow Defense Program against 
long-range missiles in the Israeli 
Ministry of Defense.

office: 0 7 4 - 7 0 3 - 1 2 1 1
mobile: 0 5 4 - 2 5 5 - 6 1 6 7
home: 0 9 - 7 6 6 - 5 3 1 5
amirr@israeldefense.co.il

Mr. Amir Rapaport
(Ph.D. candidate, Bar-Ilan U.)
Publisher and editor of Israel Defense 
magazine. Expert on the IDF and Israeli 
military industries. Former military 
correspondent of  Yediot Ahronot and 
defense analyst for Maariv.

mobile: 0 5 2 - 6 2 0 - 3 7 9 3
o f f i c e : 0 7 7 - 7 9 0 1 7 8 3
a r y e m e k @ y a h o o . c o m

Ambassador Arye Mekel
Specializes in Israel-U.S. 
relations, Israel-Greek relations, 
Israeli foreign policy and public 
diplomacy. Former Deputy 
Director General of the Israel 
Foreign Ministry.

office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 4 0 7
mobile: 0 5 0 - 7 2 7 - 6 5 6 5
home: 0 7 7 - 5 6 0 - 1 7 8 5
maghenz@netvision.net.il

Prof. Ze’ev Maghen
(Ph.D. Columbia U.)
Expert on Iran, the Shi’a religion 
and Islam, and Persian Gulf 
politics. Speaks Arabic, Hebrew, 
Persian, Russian and Turkish. 

office: 0 3 - 5 7 1 - 6 3 5 9
mobile: 0 5 0 - 5 2 4 - 0 4 0 0
y a a c o v l @ z a h a v . n e t . i l

Dr.  Yaacov Lifshitz
(Ph.D. Ben-Gurion U.)
Former Director General of the 
Israel Ministry of Finance and 
former Chief Economist of the
Israel Ministry of Defense.

mobile: 0 5 4 - 9 7 5 - 8 0 5 4
home: 0 7 7 - 5 2 6 - 3 7 8 6
l i a d p o r @ g m a i l . c o m

Dr. Liad Porat
(Ph.D. Haifa U.)
Expert in modern Sunni-Islamic 
movements, especially Egypt, 
and Middle Eastern history.



office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 7 1 0 7
mobile: 0 5 4 - 3 3 0 - 3 5 6 0
home: 0 8 - 9 7 0 - 9 0 3 6
s s h p i r o @ y a h o o . c o m

Dr. Shlomo Shpiro
(Ph.D. Birmingham U.)
Specializes in the study of intelligence 
services in Israel and Europe, the 
relationship between media and the 
security establishment, and NATO.

mobile: 0 5 0 - 7 4 5 - 3 0 2 0
home: 0 2 - 6 7 2 - 3 3 9 1
maxs i n g e r@gma i l . c om

Dr. Max Singer
(JD Harvard)
Co-founder of the Washington-
based Hudson Institute. Expert 
on U.S. defense policy, U.S.-
Israel relations, and long-term 
strategic planning.

office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 6 6 5
joshua.teitelbaum@biu.ac.il

Prof. Joshua Teitelbaum 
(Ph.D. TAU) 
Expert on Islamism, Gulf States, 
Saudi Arabia and pan-Arab issues,
and U.S. Mideast policy.

office: 0 3 - 6 9 6 - 8 9 5 3
shoham_d@013net .ne t

Lt. Col. (res.) Dr. Danny 
Shoham
(Ph.D. Tel Aviv U.)
Specializes in chemical and 
biological warfare in the Middle 
East and worldwide. Former senior 
analyst in IDF Military Intelligence 
and the Ministry of Defense.

mobile: 0 5 0 - 6 9 3 - 2 5 5 5
home: 0 7 7 - 4 4 1 - 2 2 4 5
eitan.shamir10@gmail.com

Dr. Eitan Shamir
(Ph.D. Kings College)
Expert on insurgencies and 
combat doctrine. Former head of 
the National Security Doctrine 
Department in the Israel Ministry  
of Strategic Affairs.

office: 0 3 - 5 3 1 - 8 9 5 9
mobile: 0 5 4 - 7 7 6 - 7 2 7 3
home: 0 8 - 9 7 9 - 0 1 7 6
weinberg@besacenter.org

Mr. David M. Weinberg
(Director of Public Affairs)
Specializes in Israel-Diaspora 
relations, anti-Semitism, U.S. and 
Canadian Middle East policy, and 
pro- and anti-Israel advocacy.
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Strategic thinking; security and foreign policy
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Shamir, Singer

Public opinion on national security issues Gilboa, Inbar, Rynhold
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and politics Sandler

Strategic ties to Turkey, CIS Muslim republics, India and the Far East Aviv, Inbar

Humanitarian issues: warfare and human rights, international law, 
NGOs, BDS, foreign assistance; blockades and flotillas Lerman, Rynhold, Shamir, Weinberg

Strategic ties to Russia Amidror, Hacohen, Inbar, Lerman, 
Karsh

Intelligence services: international cooperation and operations; 
peacekeeping Rapaport, Shpiro

NATO: regional cooperation and security regimes Inbar, Shpiro

Israeli Arabs Frisch, Kedar

IDF BESA Center Experts
Fighting doctrine, force structure, special operations and         
low-intensity warfare

Amidror, Chorev, Hacohen, Hecht, 
Rapaport, Shamir  

IDF and Israeli society; draft issues, civil-military relations; budgets Chorev, Hacohen, Hecht, Lifshitz, 
Rapaport, Shamir

War of attrition with Hamas and Hezbollah Amidror, Chorev, Hacohen, Hecht, 
Inbar, Rapaport

Space activities and operations, missiles and satellites Har-Even, Rubin

Military technologies and industries  Har-Even, Lifshitz, Rubin

Missile defense Har-Even, Rubin
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Obama administration, U.S. politics and foreign policy
Amidror, Gilboa, Karsh, Mekel, 
Lerman, Rynhold, Sandler, Singer, 
Weinberg 

U.S. operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran; other strategic and 
military commitments Inbar, Shamir, Singer

U.S. public opinion on Israel and the Mideast Bloch-Elkon, Gilboa, Rynhold
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European Mideast policy, EU-Israeli strategic dialogue Karsh, Lerman, Mekel, Rynhold, Shpiro
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NGO involvement in the PA and Mideast Rynhold, Weinberg

Terrorism and Counter-
Insurgency BESA Center Experts

Mideast terrorist groups and Islamic fundamentalists Karsh, Kedar, Frisch, Hecht, Maghen

Israeli intelligence operations overseas against terrorists Rapaport, Shpiro

Insurgencies Amidror, Chorev, Hecht, Shamir  

WMD in the Mideast BESA Center Experts
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Jordan BESA Center Experts
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