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Debunking the Genocide Allegations: A
Reexamination of the Israel-Hamas War
(2023-2025)

Danny Orbach, Jonathan Boxman, Yagil Henkin, Jonathan Braverman

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This research offers a thorough historical exploration and a quantita-
tive-statistical analysis of the allegation that the State of Israel com-
mitted genocide against the Gazan population following the October
7, 2023, massacre. Specifically, we address the claims that Israel
intentionally starved the Gazan population, that IDF ground forces
deliberately massacred civilians, and that the Israeli Air Force (IAF)
carried out indiscriminate bombings, failing to distinguish between
combatants and civilians and conducting disproportionate strikes.

The goal of this study is to carefully assess both primary and second-
ary sources in order to draw independent conclusions about the factual
aspects of the conflict. This process involved reviewing testimonies,
primary sources, and the methodology of data collection utilized by
organizations and researchers promoting the genocide allegation, as
well as conducting statistical analysis and distinguishing between nar-
ratives promoted by various parties and verified facts. The purpose of
our investigation is to identify the factual events that occurred, not to
engage in legal or ethical discourse. While discussing the war’s legal
and ethical implications is important, we firmly believe such discus-
sion must be grounded in a solid foundation of facts to be meaningful
as well as relevant.

Our focus on factual analysis in no way diminishes or ignores the
severe human suffering in Gaza, nor does it seek to downplay the
rhetoric or policy failures of the Israeli government. However, as we
demonstrate throughout this report, subordinating factual analysis to
the advocacy of a specific policy or ethical position undermines our
ability to understand the facts needed to shape informed policy and



ethical conduct. Therefore, we have made every effort to avoid taking
any stance or offering recommendations that are not rooted in a com-
prehensive factual analysis.

This research is structured into eight chapters, each addressing differ-
ent aspects of the Israel-Gaza conflict:

o Chapter 1 examines accusations of the deliberate starvation
of Gaza’s civilian population.

o Chapter 2 addresses the lack of sufficient context for un-
derstanding Israel’s military actions during the war, particularly the
challenges of urban warfare. We focus primarily on Hamas’ “human
shields” practice and overall strategy, recognizing that war is shaped
by reciprocal measures taken by all parties involved. Thus, the actions
of one side to the conflict cannot be assessed without considering
those of its adversary.

. Chapter 3 provides an in-depth analysis of claims regarding
deliberate killings of civilians.

o Chapter 4 investigates allegations that Israel systematically
violated the principles of distinction and proportionality in its strikes
on the Gaza Strip.

o Chapter 5 critically reviews Gaza Health Ministry (GMOH)
data and manipulations. While recognizing the uncertainty of the avail-
able figures, we offer a speculative scenario for how these manipula-
tions skewed the actual gender and age distribution of casualties, and
draw conclusions as to plausible combatant-civilian casualty ratios.

o Chapter 6 explores the capability of UN agencies, humanitari-
an organizations, and major media outlets to assess humanitarian crises
in closed societies under oppressive regimes such as Hamas-controlled
Gaza. [t draws a comparison to Iraq under U.S. sanctions between 1991
and 2003, and explores the inability of said organizations to pierce the
heavy-handed humanitarian deceptions of the Iraqi regime.



o Chapter 7 evaluates the ability of UN agencies and human
rights organizations to credibly distinguish between civilians and
combatants among war casualties in contexts marked by manipulation
and politicization within closed or controlled societies. This chapter
includes findings from a comparative analysis of the 2002 Battle of
Jenin, the 2006 Lebanon War, and previous conflicts in Gaza.

o Chapter 8 analyzes the methodologies used by UN agencies,
human rights organizations and affiliated journalists and researchers
that have led to recurring analytical failures, as well as the lack of
subsequent insights or corrective action, even when these failures
were eventually acknowledged by the same organizations.

Our key findings are as follows:
Chapter 1

1.A. Claims of starvation prior to March 2, 2025, were based on
erroneous data, circular citations (creating a media “echo cham-
ber”), and a failure to critically review sources. These starvation
claims are not based solely on the ethical or legal interpretation of
disputed data, but on a continuous pattern of reliance on empirically
inaccurate information, unfulfilled predictions, and a failure to ac-
knowledge errors, even after false data was debunked and withdrawn
by those who introduced it. In fact, throughout most of the war more
provisions were delivered into Gaza than prior to October 7, by a mar-
gin greater than any credible estimates of loss of Gazan agricultural
production. Specifically, claims of deprivation are based on three em-
pirically false assumptions.

First, there is the erroneous evaluation of the amount of food
brought into the Gaza Strip prior to the war, which is currently
used to estimate the number of food trucks required for Gaza’s
survival. UN agencies and human rights organizations claim that 500
trucks must be provided daily to prevent starvation, alleging that,
prior to the outbreak of the war, this was indeed the number of trucks
arriving each day, with 150-180 (or up to 300, according to some
sources) loaded with food. However, this claim is patently false.



A straightforward review of pre-war OCHA (the UN agency
tasked with the transfer of aid and other goods into Gaza) data
shows that throughout 2022, an average of only 292 trucks entered
Gaza daily, half of which were loaded with construction materi-
als, and of which only 73 were food trucks. Contrary to prevailing
assumptions there is no evidence of widespread, life-threatening
deprivation during that period. In fact, infant mortality rates in
Gaza decreased, and life expectancy rose throughout 2006-2022 at
rates comparable to those in Jordan, Egypt, and the West Bank.
By 2022, the gap between Gaza and the West Bank in these pa-
rameters had narrowed, while Gazan life expectancy remained
higher and its infant mortality rate lower than those of both Jor-
dan and Egypt. The assumption that 500 daily trucks prior to the
war were barely sufficient to keep Gazans perched on the brink
of disaster led UN agencies and human rights organizations to
wrongly conclude that fewer than 500 trucks per day entering
Gaza must by definition result in starvation. This fallacy formed
the basis for inaccurate calculations, including by the IPC, which have
been widely disseminated in media reports and public discourse.

1.B. A second assumption made by UN agencies, human rights
organizations, and many media outlets was that local food pro-
duction in the Gaza Strip prior to the war was significantly higher
than actual figures suggest. An Amnesty International report on this
matter claimed that 44% of food consumption in Gaza was locally
produced, and therefore the destruction of local production sources
contributed to starvation. However, our review of this report reveals
that it was based on an unclear calculation of Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics (CBS) data from the early months of the war,
which did not concern calorific intake. Rather, it merely compared
between household expenditures on imported foodstuff to domesti-
cally produced foodstuffs. Most domestically produced food in the
Strip consists of expensive items such as meat (raised on imported
animal feed), fish, vegetables, and fruit. In contrast, the bulk of calor-
ic intake comes from cereals and oils, which are not produced locally
and are largely distributed as in-kind aid by UNRWA and the World
Food Program (WFP). Together, these agencies account for 40% of
the Strip’s required caloric consumption. The common assessments
also failed to account for available data concerning Gaza’s extremely
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limited agricultural output and the basic food consumption patterns of
neighboring countries, which would have uncovered the implausible
nature of their conclusions. In fact, local agriculture in Gaza is un-
likely to have accounted for more than 12% of the caloric intake
prior to the war, even before subtracting exports of domestically
produced foodstuff or meat, dairy and eggs produces with import-
ed animal feed at a low conversion efficiency.

1.C. The third assumption made by UN agencies and human
rights organizations pertains to the total amount of food en-
tering the Gaza Strip during the war. Based on our analysis of
available data, a maximum of 82 food trucks were needed daily
during the war to ensure food supply equal to the prewar situa-
tion, without allowing for greater caloric density and efficiency
of provisions during the war. On average, Israel exceeded this
number up to the January 2025 ceasefire (during which the
territory was flooded with food supplies sufficient for six addi-
tional months), providing a food supply sufficient to meet the
caloric needs of the entire population, and also meeting other
important nutritional parameters.

However, during the May 2024 Israeli military offensive in Rafah,
UNRWA claimed that the number of trucks entering the Strip had
dropped by 70%, below the pre-war levels, and persisted in this
claim in the following months. This claim was disputed by reports
from the IDF’s Coordinator of Government Activities in the Terri-
tories (COGAT), which showed that there was no reduction in food
supplies and that May shipments were greater than those in April
and that supply levels in the following months remained, on the aver-
age, higher than the preceding period — and in any event significant-
ly greater than pre-war levels. UNRWA was eventually forced to
retroactively correct its figures around December 2024, although
these corrections were never publicly announced — or reported
in the media. Updated UN data now conforms with COGAT’s
assertion of increased supplies following May 2024. Despite this,
false reports concerning a drop in humanitarian supplies following
the Rafah operation continue to be circulated, perpetuating claims of
deliberate starvation.
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1.D. Nevertheless, we strongly criticize the Israeli government’s
decision in March 2025 to halt aid supplies to Gaza, notwithstand-
ing the systematic looting and profiteering of aid by Hamas. Eventu-
ally, humanitarian aid resumed in May 2025, with an average of 100
trucks delivered daily, a number that was later increased to 170 per
day. This supply level again exceeded pre-war measures. Despite this,
the challenge of ensuring aid reaches Gazan civilians without being
seized by Hamas persists. Thus, the promotion of alternative dis-
tribution methods (such as the Gaza Humanitarian Fund, GHF,
efforts starting on May 24, 2025) to deliver aid without enabling
looting or seizure by Hamas is not only a militarily legitimate
practice but a humanitarian necessity. And yet, it was wrong to
block traditional distribution methods before viable alternatives
were established.

1.E. At the time of the publication of this report we are still engaged in
an ongoing dialogue with the noted scholar Michael Spagat concern-
ing his family survey on war casualties in Gaza, conducted during De-
cember 2024-January 2025. Methodological questions, most glaringly
in regard to the seemingly massive over-representation of imprisoned
family members in the survey population, and the low household size
and number of children reported by this population, remain. However,
insofar as the survey is representative and methodologically sound,
the low level of non-traumatic death of children reported by the survey
participants does not support a scenario of widespread malnutrition,
let alone starvation-driven excess mortality. What excess non-violent
mortality that has been reported is miniscule in comparison to pro-
jections circulated by the IPC, or the much-quoted Lancet studies. It
is also concentrated amongst the middle-aged and elderly, and seems
to be representative of the inability of Gaza’s medical system, which
prior to the war offered near-Western level comprehensive coverage,
to continue providing life-extending and life-saving treatments to in-
dividuals suffering from chronic diseases and acute conditions. This
is a function of prioritizing treatment of traumatic injuries, disruption
of medical supplies, and disruption of hospital activities by recur-
rent Hamas abuse of medical facilities and resultant IDF raids — raids
which also inflicted severe damage on medical infrastructure.
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1.F. In order to offer a grounded assessment, rather than one based
on partial and slanted real-time reports, we are deferring judgement
on the operation of the GHF aid distribution compounds and related
shooting incidents. Our follow-up update, hopefully towards the end
of the upcoming ceasefire, will focus on this issue. Instead, we limit
ourselves to noting the context, competing claims, and identifying
those claims which seem to us either sufficiently validated or conclu-
sively debunked. More generally, this choice reflects our approach
which prioritizes accuracy over immediacy, and general skepticism
about the possibility of reaching conclusive findings in the immedi-
ate fog of war.

Chapter 2

2. A. A central flaw in the body of research outlining accusations
of severe and deliberate war crimes by Israel in Gaza is the com-
plete omission of any discussion about Israel’s adversary in the
conflict, namely Hamas, and its tactics. [t is impossible to properly
assess the actions of the IDF (or any other military) without consid-
ering the specific conditions under which it operates. Additionally,
one cannot reach ethical conclusions without understanding and ad-
dressing the factual circumstances of combat. Any conflict is inher-
ently reciprocal, where one party’s actions influence the response
of the other, shaping the means employed and the potential scope of
military maneuvers.

2.B. Through a comparative historical analysis, we demonstrate
that the war in Gaza represents one of the most complex military
challenges ever faced by any Western army. Not only is the con-
flict being waged in an urban environment, which naturally presents
significant obstacles for the offensive force and offers a multitude of
defensive advantages in a three-dimensional terrain, but Hamas has
also spent decades developing the most extensive subterranean tunnel
network ever documented in military history. These tunnels span over
500 kilometers and include 5,700 connective shafts, all integrated into
the civilian infrastructure of the Gaza Strip.
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2.C. Relying on original documents, visual evidence, and numer-
ous other sources, we demonstrate that Hamas, according to re-
ports from its own operatives, consistently employs Gazan civil-
ians as “human shields” to deliberately increase casualties and, in
turn, amplify international pressure on Israel. In fact, the practice
of increasing civilian fatalities to limit Israeli operations and generate
international pressure is a central component of Hamas’ battlefield
tactics. Hamas has used civilian homes, hospitals, and schools to store
weapons, launch rockets, house combatants, and establish operational
positions. Its operatives also wear civilian clothing to blend in with
the population in areas designated as “safer” or humanitarian zones.
Most notably, Hamas has focused on booby-trapping a vast number
of buildings, leading to widespread devastation in the Gaza Strip—
destruction that surpasses that typically seen in high-intensity urban
warfare in other conflicts.

While these facts do not justify any action undertaken by the IDF nor
absolve it of its obligation to comply with international law, nor do they
serve as an argument against the possibility of war crimes, it is crucial to
consider these circumstances when analyzing the Gaza war, especially
when making legal or ethical judgments about the conduct of the conflict.

Chapter 3

3.A. There is no evidence to suggest a systematic Israeli policy
of targeting or massacring civilians. Our assumption is that every
war involves war crimes, and it is the responsibility of the military to
investigate, identify, and hold accountable those responsible in order
to minimize such transgressions as much as possible. Throughout our
research, we have also reviewed verified forensic evidence that may
indicate war crimes committed by individual IDF soldiers. However,
those who accuse Israel of genocide erroneously suggest that most
civilian casualties in Gaza were entirely unjustified from a military
standpoint, portraying those cases in which deaths do seem unjusti-
fied not as outliers, but as part of a broader, systematic, and deliberate
policy of extermination by the IDF. The small number of instances
involving persuasive supportive evidence of intentional killings by
military personnel does not support this accusation.
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3.B. For example, among the numerous accusations presented by UN
agencies, human rights organizations, and media platforms in one ma-
jor database we studied, we located descriptions of incidents with ev-
idence or specific claims of deliberate killings that account for a total
of only 61 fatalities out of the 50,021 war casualties reported by the
Gaza Health Ministry in their March 2025 report. Furthermore, some
of these accusations are based on unreliable sources.

3.C. Our research includes a thorough review of social media posts,
videos, and testimonies, juxtaposing these reports with existing data
to assess their credibility. Our findings reveal that the majority
of cases, which include forensic evidence and raise suspicions of
severe war crimes, are typically instances of unjustified civilian
deaths occurring during operations to clear buildings or Gazans
entering “forbidden zones” declared by the IDF (in a few cases
carrying white flags). We have carefully examined the military jus-
tification (or lack thereof) for such offensive actions, identifying the
cases that strongly suggest potential war crimes.

3.D. It is important to emphasize that, throughout the Israeli-Gaza
War, no credible forensic evidence has been provided to substanti-
ate claims of close-range mass Kkillings of civilians or executions of
helpless noncombatants. The majority of such allegations appear to be
based on Hamas-related organizations who offer no tangible evidence.
This contrasts sharply with the substantial forensic evidence doc-
umenting atrocities in the 2025 massacres of Syrian Alawites, the
Battle of Mosul, the Second Gulf War, and, of course, the October
7 attacks. However, there is credible forensic evidence for possible
atrocities committed by IDF soldiers during the March 2025 attack on
paramedics in Tal al-Sultan, a case that we examine in detail.

3.E. Subsequently, we provide a detailed and comprehensive re-
view of testimonies from physicians associated with the Palestinian
American Medical Association (PAMA), who volunteered in Gaza
and made claims of the systematic murder of Palestinian children
by IDF soldiers. We demonstrate that these claims are statistical-
ly and quantitatively improbable, contradict other studies on the
distribution of injuries in the Strip, and are scientifically dubious.
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Specifically, we question why physicians who have worked in Gaza’s
hospitals for months claimed they never encountered armed Hamas
operatives or infrastructure on hospital grounds, which contradicts
the testimonies of Israeli hostages, a kidnapped Yazidi woman unre-
lated to the Israel-Palestine conflict, a Kurdish volunteer physician,
and many Palestinians, which are also supported by forensic evidence
produced by the IDF. Furthermore, we show that reports from vol-
unteer physicians on the use of Israeli drones armed with sniper
rifles to hunt down children throughout the Gaza Strip are con-
tradicted by the facts. The IDF does not possess such weapon sys-
tems, and to date, we were unable to find credible reports of similar
platforms being used by other militaries as well, except an improvised
platform used by the Ukrainians.

Chapter 4

4.A. We have found no evidence to support claims of deliberate
bombing of civilians by the IDF during the war, nor any indica-
tion of carpet bombing intended to inflict mass civilian casualties
in Gaza. While we did identify a significant number of tragic cases
where innocent civilians were killed, some of which raise concerns
about negligence, lack of caution, or even disregard for human life,
it is clear that the IDF has employed numerous protective mea-
sures to minimize “collateral damage.” Some of these precautions
are unprecedented in global military history and have come at a
significant cost to the IDF, particularly in terms of losing military
advantages such as the element of surprise. Moreover, senior mil-
itary command has vetoed several operations due to concerns over
disproportionate collateral damage. As a result, urban warfare experts
have raised concerns that IDF tactics, such as focused warnings to
evacuate specific areas, may set unrealistic operational standards for
other militaries in the future.

4.B. Our review of the evidence includes a thorough examination of key
principles of international law, particularly the principle of proportion-
ality. We demonstrate how IDF policy in this regard is misrepresented
in mass media as well as in reports by UN agencies and human rights
organizations. One common claim is that the IDF uses a so-called



17 |

“convertibility quota” for permissible collateral damage, such as
a standard of 20 civilian deaths for every junior Hamas operative
or 100 for a senior operative. However, this claim has never been
substantiated. In reality, this restriction is not a “quota” or a fixed
standard for expected collateral damage, but rather a calculation
determined by the military high command that sets the maximum
acceptable damage relative to the expected military gains from an
operation. This calculation is adjusted according to the specific com-
bat scenario and is subject to the directives of the IDF Chief of the
General Staff. It is also frequently updated in real-time according to
available intelligence and decisions made by the high command.

Crucially, even when a planned attack meets the permissible stan-
dards for collateral damage, it is not automatically approved for
execution by IDF command. Every offensive measure, whether tar-
geting a senior or junior operative, must undergo a chain of approval,
and there is no “quota” or fixed standard that automatically permits
its execution. In some instances, commanders have aborted attacks
even when the predicted damage falls below maximum thresholds,
based on a variety of considerations. Through several examples,
we demonstrate that the IDF has, in many cases, refrained from
launching air raids despite clear opportunities to target enemy
combatants, due to their proximity to civilians.

4.C. In our research, we conducted a meticulous analysis of the
quantities of IDF armaments used, comparing them to examples
from other war zones, and we demonstrate that these do not sup-
port any pattern of indiscriminate bombings. On the contrary, a
very high number of civilian casualties can result from single bombs,
especially when civilians are packed in densely-populated humanitar-
ian shelters. In such circumstances, a military force aiming to max-
imize civilian casualties would likely opt for methods requiring the
least amount of ammunition, unlike the case in Gaza.

4.D. Another key issue we address is the question of so-called
“safe zones”. After reviewing the matter, we highlight the generally
inaccurate media coverage of this issue, both in terms of its legal im-
plications and quantitative reporting. According to international law,
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safe zones are areas designated through mutual agreement between
the conflicting parties—in this case, Israel and Hamas—who must
both commit to refraining from military activities within these zones.
Since Hamas refused this commitment, Israel could only declare areas
that were “relatively” safe. Nevertheless, the accusations that Israel
conducted strikes in these zones in the same manner as in other ar-
eas are unfounded. The limited quantitative data available to us
indicates that only about 1.2% of fatalities reported by the Gaza
Health Ministry (GMOH) were located within these zones. While
accurate data may suggest a slightly higher figure, it still represents
a negligible proportion of the total number of deaths. The areas to
which Israel directed Gazan civilians for evacuation were indeed
safer than other parts of the Strip, by many orders of magnitude.

4.E. We have also examined claims against Israel for violating
the principle of proportionality due to the use of “dumb” bombs,
drones, and Al. Our analysis shows that these claims stem from a
misunderstanding of military realities (such as underestimation of
the actual accuracy of “dumb bombs” dropped by “smart pilots™)
as well as the economic constraints and availability of weaponry
in the international arms market. Military, technical, and economic
factors make it clear that no army can avoid using “dumb” bombs, as
there is a shortage of precision-guided munitions (PGMs) available on
the international market or through self-production. Legally, there is
no prohibition against their use, provided they are deployed in accor-
dance with military necessities, with proper precautions to minimize
collateral damage and adherence to the principle of proportionality.
Furthermore, allegations that drones were used to “hunt” chil-
dren have not been supported by any credible evidence.

4 F. Finally, our research has specifically investigated claims regard-
ing the use of Al by the IDF and analyzed these reports within the
framework of proportionality. Our findings reveal that, at most, Al
has been employed as a supportive tool, and there is no evidence to
suggest that the mind of a human officer, with all its psychological
biases, is more effective in protecting civilian lives.



19 |

Chapter 5

5.A. Reports from the Hamas-controlled Gaza Health Ministry
(GMOH) are unreliable, and this data is inevitably tainted by the
“illusion of certainty”—the unfounded assumption that a single ex-
isting source is inherently trustworthy. The absence of official alter-
natives has led to a situation where all parties involved in the conflict,
including UN-affiliated human rights organizations, Western coun-
tries, and even the Israeli government, rely on the GMOH. This occurs
despite the fact that the ministry is directly controlled by Hamas.

5.B. By analyzing original Hamas documents, we demonstrate
that since 2014, Gaza authorities have mandated the classification
of all fallen combatants as “innocent civilians.” Hamas has consis-
tently sought to present the highest possible civilian fatality count,
directing its health ministry to manipulate data. This includes con-
cealing natural mortality figures, reporting statistically improbable
daily variance in fatalities, and omitting the names of Hamas military
operatives who have been killed.

5.C. Additionally, claims of genocide are based on the segmentation
of fatalities by age, gender, and involvement in combat. However,
the data published by Hamas’ own Gaza Health Ministry (GMOH)
reveals no significant difference in the distribution of fatalities when
comparing the current war to Operation Protective Edge (2014). Such
a variance would have indicated a shift in Israel’s warfare doctrine,
which is not observed. A detailed statistical analysis shows that the
frequently cited claim that 70% of war casualties are women and
children is incorrect, even according to the GMOH’s own data —
and was false from the very beginning of the war.

Chapter 6

6. A. The methodologies employed by human rights organizations
and UN agencies are highly problematic. Unlike intelligence agen-
cies, which can deploy operatives and gather data even within closed,
insulated societies or hostile factions, human rights organizations are
largely limited to relying on individual testimonies from witnesses,
publicly reported data, and cooperation with local governments, hop-



ing that these sources remain politically neutral. However, recent his-
tory disproves this naive assumption, as political biases often influ-
ence the information gathered and reported.

6.B. In this chapter, we critically review the findings of academic
researchers, medical experts, UN agencies and human rights or-
ganizations who concluded that hundreds of thousands of Iraqi
children died during the American sanctions of the 1990s, based
on reports from the Iraqi health ministry. The claim regarding the
dramatic rise in infant mortality in Iraq originated from a survey con-
ducted by the UN FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization), which
indicated an increase in infant mortality from 40.7 per 1,000 children
to 198.2 deaths per 1,000 births—five times the original figure. Un-
surprisingly, the interviewers who conducted this survey were enlist-
ed by the Iraqi health ministry.

6.C. The FAO report, along with all subsequent studies that relied
on it as a primary source, presented estimates of over five hun-
dred thousand additional pediatric fatalities in Iraq, generating
intense international pressure to lift the sanctions and solidifying
a global consensus about the horrific suffering endured by Iraqi
children. This played a pivotal role in efforts to gradually ease the
sanctions, ultimately leading to their complete removal.

6.D. However, following the collapse of the Saddam Hussein re-
gime, it was revealed that this data was entirely false. There was
no significant increase in child mortality in Iraq during the 1990s
under the sanction regime. When one of the original researchers
publicly admitted the errors in the original, 1995, report, her 1997
retraction not only received minimal media attention within the hu-
manitarian community but received negligible academic citations
compared to her original publication.

This phenomenon, which we term “the humanitarian bias,” re-
flects how organizations committed to providing aid often believe
alarmist reports from parties to a conflict, viewing them as urgent
calls to prevent an imminent disaster. Attempts to challenge this
information with factual, quantitative evidence are frequently
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met with moral outrage, as they are perceived as dismissing the
suffering of victims. The Iraqi case serves as an example of how,
even after a myth has been conclusively debunked and retracted by its
original source, the correction is often made under the radar, without
affecting public awareness, media coverage, or academic discourse.
We examine this case as a methodological archetype for the recur-
ring errors made by humanitarian organizations in other conflict
zones, including the current Israel-Gaza War.

Chapter 7

7.A. Due to their flawed methodology, UN and human rights orga-
nizations often struggle to provide reliable assessments of casual-
ty numbers in conflict zones, and their reports must be carefully
cross-referenced with other sources. As case studies, we analyzed
their reports on various past conflicts, including Operation Defen-
sive Shield, the Second Lebanon War, Operation Cast Lead, and Op-
eration Protective Edge. For example, during the Battle of Jenin in
2002 (as part of Operation Defensive Shield) Palestinian civilians,
medical practitioners, and Palestinian Authority officials claimed that
Israel had committed a massacre of hundreds of camp residents. Hu-
man rights organizations quickly accepted testimonies alleging that
Israel had slaughtered over 100 civilians, despite IDF reports detail-
ing the exact number of fatalities (53) and their identities. Over time,
evidence emerged showing that the final casualty figures closely
matched the IDF’s reports, with the majority of fatalities identified as
active combatants.

7.B. During the 2006 Lebanon War, Human Rights Watch conducted
a detailed study and concluded that only a small number of Hezbollah
combatants were killed by the IDF, in stark contrast to the higher ci-
vilian death toll. Their findings were incompatible with Hezbollah’s
own casualty count — as well as providing an example of overrepre-
sentation of minor militias (Amal and a Communist armed faction)
who did not seek to conceal their casualties within HRW’s identified
combatants. We have analyzed similar failures in previous conflicts
in Gaza, specifically Operation Cast Lead (2008) and Operation Pro-
tective Edge (2014).
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Chapter 8

8.A. Finally, based on our findings throughout this study, we at-
tempt to define the problems and failures in methodologies em-
ployed by human rights organizations, media outlets, academic
researchers, and UN agencies in conflict zones, also applicable to
the current Israel-Gaza War. Our goal is to offer constructive feed-
back for the benefit of future evaluations. Specifically, we identify
the following problems:

The failure to critically evaluate information by compiling a
large number of sources without assessing their reliability.
This includes an unwillingness or inability to exclude unreliable
sources, resulting in the mixing of credible and untrustworthy in-
formation. This approach ultimately creates the illusion of valida-
tion of false claims by presenting them as if they are supported by
verified primary sources.

The “inverse information funnel”: A situation in which a small
number of biased sources are “fragmented” into an outwardly
large corpus of seemingly reliable sources. This presents the
false image of reliability, a failure often at the root of false accu-
sations regarding massacres or starvation in Gaza. This phenome-
non is described in Figure 1 below.

The Echo Chamber Syndrome refers to the tendency to rely
on reports that appear “verified” but simply echo one another,
without referencing primary sources to substantiate their claims.

The Burden of Proof Syndrome assumes that all information
from Israeli military sources is inherently unreliable unless in-
dependently verified by a media outlet with immediate access
to all information, open as well as classified. This standard is im-
possible to meet due to the sensitivity of intelligence sources. In
contrast, claims from Gazan civilians, civil society organizations,
and medical professionals—assumed by default to be neutral par-
ties—are automatically accepted as reliable unless proven other-
wise. However, as we demonstrate, testimonies from within Gaza’s
closed, totalitarian society, including those of activists, journalists,
and physicians, must be rigorously scrutinized. These reports
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should be cross-checked with other data, and, where possible,
the primary sources should be thoroughly investigated.

The illusionary “screen of certainty” refers to a bias stemming
from the inability to complete or verify data on the number
and status of combatant and civilian casualties, both on an in-
dividual and local level, as well as in total during a conflict. Many
individuals and organizations find the lack of certainty and insuf-
ficient data unacceptable, and as a result, they often attempt to
fill in the gaps using unreliable sources.

Catastrophic proclamations and muted retroactive corrections
describe the phenomenon where harsh accusations against Is-
rael, particularly those reinforced by the UN regarding the
demographic distribution of conflict casualties (with claims
that 70% were women and children), the collapse of humani-
tarian aid in Rafah (with a reported 70% drop in aid allowed
into the Strip), and claims about 500 aid trucks entering Gaza
daily before the war, have all been conclusively refuted. In
most cases, the claimants themselves retracted their reports. How-
ever, while accusations of a humanitarian catastrophe are wide-
ly echoed by the media, the humanitarian community, and even
scholars, the retractions of these false reports were made with
minimal publicity and complete lack of transparency. Retrac-
tions are rarely covered by the media, if at all. As a result,
misinformation continues to be cited in media and UN reports
long after being debunked by the original authors. This mir-
rors the findings presented in Chapter 6 regarding supposed infant
mortality under the sanctions regime against Iraq.

That being said, our position is not that all claims made by
human rights organizations should be categorically dismissed,
nor that reports from Western militaries, including the IDF,
should be automatically accepted. Researchers must remain
mindful of potential methodological issues and biases in any analy-
sis, including analysis of the current Israel-Gaza War. All research
should be conducted with utmost caution, verifying and consoli-
dating data from a range of sources—Israeli, Palestinian, and in-
ternational—and conducting a thorough review of their credibility.
To navigate this research minefield, we propose a more effective



methodology for investigating war crimes in conflict zones such as
Gaza. This proposal is illustrated in Figure 2 below.

Finally, we feel compelled to express our deep concern about the
widespread use of the term “genocide” by certain parties we have
reviewed. Much like currency losing value through inflation when
printed recklessly, certain terms lose their significance when used
indiscriminately. If all high-intensity urban military conflicts in the
future—despite significant efforts to protect civilian lives—are la-
beled as acts of genocide simply because of the immense human suf-
fering they cause, the outcome will be fundamentally contrary to the
objectives of international humanitarian law. Rather than deterring
aggressors and preventing atrocities, the term “genocide” will lose
its profound legal and emotional weight, becoming a political tool.
In future crises, including those where deliberate, systematic efforts
to annihilate a nation or group occur, the trivialization of genocide
will serve as an excuse for future atrocities. As a result, international
laws meant to protect vulnerable populations could be severely under-
mined, with grave consequences for all of humanity.
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Figure 1: the inverted funnel in the Israel-Gaza conflict
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"1.1 million people in Gaza are facing catastrophic hunger — the
highest number of people ever recorded —anywhere, anytime” as

a result of an “entirely manmade disaster".

,1959-1961,]'0) DMINN 1Y MPNY DN N'NTAIY NIIDIN J2INI 1T NINXD
,DWOUIN M1 7.5 1984- MOPNN ."'ayan DN 1IN 50-7 YN 15 M
722 2yIn 0NN 9N 200-300 - 2011-1 1992 NJNID ,'2a¥IN D'NN 300,000
.(ANJn 121 01791 90,000 DIIND 2Y1] DN 9IN 220 ,2016 1NN ,*NIPD
7V NDDAND NAVINN NIZON DXY 1171122 NDIDINN NIYLNN DIYNNL DI N
DN Y MNP XY11IIYN DILXD NIYAIN NDDIAN NYI NN V1TV
NMTAIY NIDI0IN NINAXNA DN G DNPN ,NINON 707 198N DPTAN .DMIY

:D”IND N0 WL TV
DL NYIXIY N0V NN NINDT NONMAN NIYNRID MY NIAN .
D”IN NMID10.AVIXIA DA DI'PT AWINTA NTRN NN N1 NINNI1,ANNINN
10121 ANNYNN 1197 1D DMNYXRIN ANNTN WTIN 1IY0 DTN NMOT N
70V 17'00 DN IXON .ITR NI'RYN 300 )21ND ,D1M NI'RYN 500 nVIXTY

11 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1127087/

12 https://web.archive.org/web/20220212224417/https://pdf.usaid.gov/
pdf_docs/PBAAHO0S.pdf

13 https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/30/world/africa/somalia-famine-toll-
in-2011-was-larger-than-previously-reported.html?ref=todayspaper& r=0

14 https://www.unrefugees.org/news/yemen-crisis-explained

https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211123-yemen-war-will-have-
killed-377-000-by-year-s-end-un



N”NTHN NNV DY - X' 10D 52

NIXYNN 500 NIYOY NN MY YT IX DNTN-NN AYITO 1T NIND NN
7”310 JYU DMV NDIYN] 121TN D XN LPHX PN DIV NTVIND DN
1109V DMWY NYIXIYT 10121,9V191 Q7' T2 X777 M1 WY DTNV D7IND
2014-7 2008 "2.]1TND NI'RYD 73 121NN ,YXINNI DI NI'RYD 300 NDNINN
7V MMYNYN nyOwa X77 ,7191 DM ANRYN 127 YXINNA AVIXIY 10102
NNMYNIN NONNON NIYINN NTN,INITD .AVIXIA ATITN IR DNINND YWY

MY RXID DN DY

DIV DTV TN NIMIXD MIYNYN PIN 1D NN L,AMYN MY NNINN °
XN NNPN OIN D1 - 'VOINK NIT O TV 44% - DXV NXND Y1 1nNINN
NNMP Y 0T 1N1 002NN, V191 .NNONN 2YI1T DN NN 0NN DN1YIN
NOMXY X7 ONMNNN,NP'VOVLVDY NTIINN NVDTON NDYIN MT IV MY
DN "MPN NX ITN JY DMNTY N PYUN TV NIRXIND TINNT XpNnT XIN
PNNDN T Y DMK 12UWN] X1ID 1R DT 1IN ,ANNIY 19D N2 1TNY
-37 'WANN1 1Y Vi1 (WFEP) nm7iva pimn noim X" X T 7Y 01N
12%-10%-7 "NINX NN NIXM 1012 MY NXM,IV192 .70 NDMIXAN 40%
NV NN T AYIXIY 0121,10172 .APNYNN 197 ATV NVIXIA NMNIPN IMIXAD

12170 17002 1Y291 XY NXMD NNIPNY INRY D2 ANNINA

NTY NYIX1Y D01V 1TNN NINIT NV NWIIUN AMavn nNIn °
NIN NN N2 DT N”IIN 1N 199N 2024 JMOXY TV .aNNINA 17nna
0y ,2024 'XNN 7NN N L(COGAT IN,U”ONN) MYpm DINYAD NN TV
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NYVIINN N121001,2024 79N NNMP ANMN WX 1T 70%-1 NDIN1 ANy
NDMD 2X{7 I MYL ,NRT NIV Y”ONN .217NN1 1710 "0ININ 12WD 1921
,NIY N NIN,NDMPT X'IN XIY P71 RT 2024 'ND 170N M0INIAND YI'ON
VI'0 ND™MD NNMX ANMA NT 1D DNIN 1IN,TV19] .0IUA 1INY N1 I
(5 P19 XY - "MTYD NMINMAN TIWNY ANITY) N’IN ,NYYNYT .2024 'NN]
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T2V T DNIN PN - DNIN IX'ONY 19X 17'OXY 192 2UNNAY 192 ,0M10)
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N2 INIY NIYWIN 2023 12107IND 23-1 7NN :0'NAN DN 11T NN 7NN
200 TY J¥ DD NIYN 12NANA 24-D TNNT,NVINAYT DT NI'RYD 100 TV TV
70N N7 7Y192 ' QYTIN TRIYY ,R"INN NINT 'O JY . YXIDNA DI NI'RYD
,2024 YAN2 '5.2023 1202112 15-1 12D NTYT NIRWYN N0 JY NI 07210
.NVIXAT V1D NDMD TV NININI N17230 72 0700 NN NN D DYVTIN TN
TIV 1MYNYT DNRYY YION IIN 1D AW Q1YW IR DIY0 ANNINN INT
DYNPIDYN D007 DMWY TUQ NINT D'WIY DN DN D1 DTV 1NT NNIND
:ANDY ,DTIN YT 0 TV 10 NI EIRIW 00NV NIT2an JWa N7 ,DNTY
NIPNYD 100-150-D P 77D 17210121 1D TY ANNINN N'J'NN TND
NN 7907 TD MYITIY 300-D 1NN 01N TN (NN 19IN2 MNYD)
7.(DM1 NN 1PVL) NYINIL DMIDTININN DN
1907 NN1IYW 19D ,N1101 NINY NY1APA 127D ,DIIN

"N XY D7IYNY NI'RYNN 500 :ANNTNN D10 NTYI NN NOON .2
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15 https://www.barrons.com/news/israel-will-not-limit-gaza-truck-

numbers-un-aid-chief-711e7f34

16 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/03/03/gaza-aid-convoy-israel-war/
.28 MY ,(9.3.2025-7 10TIVN) ,“7112 NN NNNIN TV MTY” DTN Y 17
.28 MY ,(9.3.2025-7 10TIVN) ,“7112 NN NNNIN 7Y MTY” DTN 1Y 18

19 https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/12/18/israel-starvation-used-

weapon-war-gaza

20 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/israel-defy-

ing-icj-ruling-to-prevent-genocide-by-failing-to-allow-adequate-humanitari-
an-aid-to-reach-gaza/
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NIINN D010 178,17 NIV0 U NINPN "MINN NIPNNNYT 1T DY 70D
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About 500 trucks per day were crossing into Gaza before the
hostilities began.*

7Y D1 NIN DTN NPT NN TRN T 9V P RT DTRTIN T ANTO NIY0

DINN 9 (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification) IPC-n '

7907 NI Iy NN 10N NPOON TU MTAY NN Y JIDN WWUN WIXPDN
2D DTN 0122024 YIND N“1T2.0"N 120N 1Y NINNONN D0 ANINN
[there was] a pre-escalation average of 500 trucks a day of

which 150 carrying food, in the period between 7 October

2023 to 24 February 2024.
]l

Based on data from UNRWA, the maximum number of
trucks entering daily from both the Kerem Shalom and the
Rafah crossings was 300 (compared to an average of 500
daily pre-escalation).?*

1DYY D”IND 21N 1770 DIOD0NT 0'02 7D 'N D NN NLIYD NP T2 DIIN
74,096) NI'NWN 106,449 7V 771010 NTY NYIXIT 10121 2022 NIYA D D TNIN
17210 XN - 121NN 019 NINWD 291 - (N9 12YDN 32,353-1 D19W DD N7
MTN MYLT TN (1 X)) PTH NIRYD 1,150 NT ,73 P71 .0M2 0N
N ,NNNTNN DIV AXDAN NI AN NTY NYINAT NIRYNDN N0 WY
NN NIRYN 109 T¥ YXIND ,W”ONN NN 'O TV ,INIIL NYINIT 10101 TY19]
DIN)- NIRYD 119 TW YXIDND YDA, NINYND 77 J¥ YXINND ININ2O 01T

21 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/gaza-war-inflicts-
catastrophic-damage-infrastructure-economy-2023-11-17/#:~:text=0n%20
average%20500%20trucks%200f,21.

22 https://press.un.org/en/2023/sgsm22010.doc.htm

23 https://press.un.org/en/2023/sgsm22010.doc.htm

24 https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_
Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Feb_July2024 Special_Brief.pdf

25 https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/

OCHAGAZAAM_220223.pdf
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MN) IPC-D MIT2 ARNYANN D71VD DTINDA DNNNT TIMAY NION KX
DMOMP NIYXDNL DPIXD MITNA QYN 71727 1TPONY D"INT 910NN
119710 11N NIN) NPOON 7Y DVPNNYT D'XINI DNTYN NOTIYW (DY TD
LN NN DYNINDA NPOOND AN NITN I MINY D'WTINA ,NNNTNN

.ANNINN NI D NNY WNN

Incoming goods in 2022

Animal Feed

Human Food Products

106K

TRUCKLOADS

& Industrial/Electrical

Appliances

Mon-Edible
Consumables

Construction Materials

Other

#72022-1 IN71DN1 NTVI NRYND NO'D :1 N

From Movement in and out of Gaza in 2022, by the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). © United Nations 2022. Reprinted

with the permission of the United Nations, https://www.ochaopt.org/con-
tent/movement-and-out-gaza-2022

D'NOY NIRYNA NIPITINND NPOOIPION NITNN )

OMNN NINIT YOV D'02N 11'0 2024 YN [PC-n M7 ,NT 27w 12D 'X)
INNND P92 DMINND 1INY 719NN VTN 1OUND NYOINT NPNAIN AT -

M Jwa 2024% 2 91 1NN TY DNPMAN DTV T TV 9991 NInOON -
NINYN 500 ND1DT DN NOPJIND NI MIYLA NN P X7 0'J7100 D)

26 https//:www.ochaopt.org/data/crossings
27 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/movement-and-out-gaza-2022, OCHA
28 https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/documents/

IPC_Famine_Review_Committee_Report_FEWS_NET_Gaza_4June2024.pdf
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TN N'D172INAN 0.2% TW 2V NDDIAN NNINN M) DPNN 12D phase 4
VO JUNT DTN I AWWR D' NINT - NTYN NINAN TIWN NINT 001 7Y (UTN
7279 "X 2 NPINIY MOPNN NINTY ANINID NIYDT PN D'ONMNNY
NNINN Y WNN O 7Y DMNXDN NINT 00197 IPC-n 'WNN 2024 NN
NMINTIA AN 1T NAON NN DN AW W ITN GRY ,AYI0 NN
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Projected: Dec 2023 - Feb 2024 Projected: Mar 2024 - Jul 2024 Projected: Jun 2024 - Sep 2024 Projected: Nov 2024 - Apr 2025

Phase Population % Phase Population % Phase Population % Phase Population %

[[JPhase 1 o o [[]Phase 1 0 0 []Phase 1 o o | [JPhaset 0o 0
[[] Phase 2 2500 0 | []Phase2 0 0 [[]Phase2 97573 4 | [[phase2 192526 9
[l Phase 3 477800 21 | [ Phase3 265309 12 [l Phase 3 013,156 41 | EIPhase3 727,681 34
W Phase 4 1,169,600 53 W Phase 4 854,290 38 W rhase s 745437 33 | EPhased 875,573 41
M Phase 5 576,600 26 W Phase 5 1,106,945 50 W Phase s 495201 22 | EMPhases 344,839 16
Population Population i Population
L “ | D * " - o *
2224000 100 2,226544 100 2153884 96 1948092 91

Sannyna 1N IPC-n nTNn ;2 WX
From Gaza Strip: Acute Food Insecurity Situation for 1 May- 15 June and Projection for
16 June- 30 September 2024, by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC).
© United Nations 2024. https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/
en/c/1157065. Reprinted under fair use conditions as specified in the IPC Privacy Policy
Page, https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/privacy-policy/./.

:(famine) 2VN AXD MY APT 1IDXY 190 DNMOMPA NN IPC-N 990 02

29 https://www.mekomit.
co.il/%D7%A0%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%AA%DT7%IEY%D
7%95%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%9C-%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%93-
%D7%94%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%90%D7%95%D7%AA-
%D7%91%D7%A2%D7%96%D7%94-%D7%9E%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9E/

30 https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1157065/;
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1157985/?iso3=PSE
31 https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1157065
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For declaration of Famine, at least three pieces of direct
and reliable evidence is needed, one evidence for each for
acute malnutrition, mortality, and for food consumption or
livelihood change, with all of those being above Famine
threshold levels.

Famine thresholds for CDR are more than 2 deaths per
10,000 people per day.

US5DRis above the Famine thresholds of 4 deaths per 10,000
people per day.*?

FAMINE WITH SOLID EVIDENCE: An area is classified in
Famine with solid evidence if there is clear and compelling
evidence that the Famine thresholds for starvation, acute
malnutrition and mortality have been reached.

FAMINE WITH REASONABLE EVIDENCE: An area is classified in
Famine with reasonable evidence if thereis clear evidence that
two of the three thresholds for starvation, acute malnutrition
and mortality have been reached, and analysts reasonably
assess from the broader evidence that the threshold from the
third outcome has likely been reached.®

,11720) 2y12 DI D DMNTY 124,458 "0, MWNDNAN 1N IPC-N Ni'TNN 19
.2025 IN1'2 17-7 TY MONINIL NNINNT MOIN 1AWNAL NN 720 ,(2 N
=YD MTNNYT 2004 ININ2D-2003 1ANXT NTNN 2 ANNYNL D WITAT W
7ON-2024 1202117 2024 1ANVOD-11 NTAN "2 AINNYNA D2 10D ,2024 1

JUNDDNN PPN INTIPN NTNNNY NNINN NYNNYD 2025

32 https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_
Famine_Guidelines_Nov16.pdf
33 https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/IPC_Famine_

Factsheet.pdf
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IPC-n NPTNN 'O JY AMOX nMInN :1 01Y10

Month Days | popIPC4 | poplIPC5 deaths
Dec-Feb 90 0.53 0.26 31,284
Mar-Jul 92 0.38 0.53 36,836
Jun-Sep (including October) 153 0.33 0.22 37,026
Nov-April (cutoff Jan 17 2025) 77 0.41 0.16 19,311
Sum 124,458

NTNY NNINN AW DY ITN N, DD TPR DIPIN NN JNIN 1Y NNDYT D
0PN NOY,IPC-N MT 7Y DDINNA 1D .NOIANT AV NDDIAN DTHN NNINY
,2'0TNT1) 2024 ININAD] Scenario-Based Health Impact Projections-n
N7 DINNL(MNNITNN D0 NN AN DNMD DTV ITNN NPOON NT AT
NPOON YTY'NA ,MTD UK NPOON NN UN 6,550 TW NOTIY MONINID
(M97 NY79N DY NN NYNDNN |ONY) NNT0N 1NN WUN 58,260 - UN
M%7 @ #2024 DOIAINYT TV NIY XN D Y YN 74,290 T¥ NOTIV NNINN -
,ANNTNN NNNMO DY DMNIYNYND 1T MARD TY DNIPA NN 1T NDIWNY

3.00N70N0 D0 NMNIYNYN NMNTY NINTPN D'P7 NIV XN

17N D'1IN1 7Y DOANN LOIT MPIN NIDIN NYN AN NN AN DYT N0
186,000 7¢ NMOX NOTIV NNINA - NNO TIY NMNIN'XD NDIWN PODT 1D
UN NPOONT 1V D'TTXAY (MMODINA) NNINA ,2024 1M NINTL - WUN
NMOTI NTNIMN NN ¥. 01 NNIYPN 1722 12NN DOIX NV E.TD
TINN 15-20 ' NYLJ *TD AN TIY 1T 001N N7 190N NNOI OGN D'NOYA DTN

34 https://gaza-projections.org/gaza_projections_report.pdf

35 https://gaza-projections.org/docs/report3/wartime_food_availability
in_the_gaza_strip.pdf

36 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P1ISO140-
6736(24)01169-3/fulltext

37 https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/12/ga-
za-death-toll-indirect-casualties, https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/gaza-

death-toll-could-exceed-186000-lancet-warns,  https://www.france24.com/en/
middle-east/20240711-more-than-186-000-dead-in-gaza-how-credible-are-the-
estimates-published-on-the-lancet, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/7/8/
gaza-toll-could-exceed-186000-lancet-study-says
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YNNI 2.2 YU AND1T2IN NNINA L WIN 440,000 TY,IN17D) N1V NNDITOIND
:2024 MO TY NINY DMOX (NNNYNN D0
The range of presumable direct and indirect deaths could be between

15 and 20% of the population already by the end of this year [...]*

NX'W 0TV 1729100 DIV YON NN 1N KT D7IYNY NI'NYNN 500 107WN D
NMDTN N T¥W DOODIPNN T N2V ,WI01I MNVIX DIND 77210 TW 1'OD
1NN TV NORNWIXPNN Q127 'YUNN DY, ION TW 101 NTATANY TN
N2 NOTIN ANINNY NIMTANYT 002D 1WN'W 1790 ,1T NTIZIN .AV1T MYINN

10T NINYNA DR NTWY D" IND T IV 719179 K77 1XNDINY NITNN -

DINN DMLININ DMAYNY 0N IPC-D NIMTNNA NNTIND YO . T

N7 DNIDN TY DN AN MMYN MYION AT X7 10Xy IPC-n D e
NPT TNN QN2L,IPC-5 10w 70 N7 ,IPC-4 ¢ DNTINN 91 NNNIN N'ONINID
TV 2023 12N212) N7 2PNN NDIPNA NN TV ININTL,ANNIYA DY .NTY7 DN
1.03 "pP2” J¥ "DDIN1” ANIDN YWY D Mo IPC-N Y (2024 1210P1IX
DI'N MNTANL PN D'IDN DTN TV N7700 0771w 017 10,000-7 DT
MTNY 17700 9U MTNN T¥Y) N7y acute food insecurity IPC 4 9w

.(Mntn-nn% nonnnn IPC AMN-1 077001, MIpnn M7y 17yl

Nevertheless, the crude and under five mortality was very
low, at 0.28 and 1.03 per 10,000 per day respectively, which
is below threshold of emergency IPC classification.

AXD TN N7 2024 TY1 2017-D ,)N'NA D'NITRN NNNIN INT ,NWUYNYT
D'NITNN NNNTNA D 71PN ,NNT DY .ATVA 701N 100 nnna IPC-5 DN
NANINANN MWL ITRN NPOONI NYION ANXIND WUN 220,000-D 1NN

¥.0'77' 85,000 MNDY DN ,NANIONI

AXN2 XXNI1D [PC-N MO™M2 AXINA T'N'N DIPOA NN NTY 2025-21 2023-2,7D
[PC-5 N120 N"pYw PN yap IPC-nv ,)TI0 DA NY'01N 2024-1 . IPC-5 DINN
(3 1N) MOT TV WATA ,ATNINNNN PIN2A

38 https://x.com/FranceskAlbs/status/1810108204140929513
39 https://www.savethechildren.net/news/yemen-85000-children-may-
have-died-starvation-start-war
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“Ofamine IPC-5 v aXn 0" DNV DIN MITRD 1TIDINY DTN 23 N
From IPC Mapping Tool, by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC). © United
Nations 2025. https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/ipc-mapping-tool/ Reprinted
under fair use conditions as specified in the IPC Privacy Policy Page, Page, https://www.
ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/privacy-policy
D1'N 2NN NI DMOXD 0MTI0 600,000 TY 500,000-2 P 170 IPC-n,0M)
MY DNN . TI0] AYIN NP 227 NID TV 0P D0 (4 W'N) 2024-1 0T
NAINN MY 27 12'0 NN Y 70NT IPC-D NN INANY D'NNTRN DNINNN
2024 IN1'2 DTNT NINNA DI'7 YN 10,000-7 1.9 FW ND17DINN 772 J¥ TVINND
¢ 97NN 00V PNN TY DOIANA (DIN'NN 2AXD NTION 19T NIV 'XN)
2IVN "MIN2 D2 D'OPINN ANNN NINT IPC-N DT ,2024 1anXT TV ' MSF-n
MINTA IDTY N ,NTYT TIM2A 21077 1OX1,(1.24) "2 700 ,(1.07) nnan
N7 DNIDN TV YAXD NINRP 12N ARDNT J¢ DIPN0D .TND INTI0 117 IPC-n
NTND [PC-N T IV TN 1'NRY) 1727 DI0YN TINNA YN 31,000 7¢ N'ONINIL
JINTION D'NOINN TIN TW N N7 NINT 0 Yy 2. (1292 IPC-3-0 XN DN
VN7 NYIXN X7 WEP-D #.0'NITRN NDNTN 170102 V0 1NN 01771 522,000

#2025 7MONT 2024 NM10PIN "2 DTHT NINN'T VI'D
40 https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/ipc-mapping-tool/

41 https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Famine_

Review _Committee_Report_Sudan_July2024.pdf

On acute malnutrition and mortality, the outcome data used by the FRC came from the
MSF/Epicentre assessment conducted in January 2024 in Zamzam camp.... CDR was
already very close to the Famine threshold in January (1.9 deaths/10,000 people/day.)
Since that time, there has been an increase in the risk factors for non-trauma mortal-
ity. With all these factors contributing to worse situation since January, and especially
since April/ May when violence escalated and access routes were largely blocked lead-
ing to a near collapse of the health care system, the FRC concludes that mortality has
crossed the Famine thresholds.

42 https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_
Famine_Review_Committee_Report_Sudan_Dec2024.pdf

43 https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5016438

44 https://sudantribune.net/article296185/

45 https://apnews.com/article/sudan-un-famine-humanitarian-con-

flict-government-paramilitary-79ad7023ae90b582b877e5dd5acb18e0
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From Sudan: Acute Food Insecurity Situation — Updated Projections and FRC Conclusions
for October 2024 to May 2025, by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification
(IPC). © United Nations 2024. https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/
en/c/1159433. Reprinted under fair use conditions as specified in the IPC Privacy Policy
./Page, https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/privacy-policy
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46 https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1159433
47 https://aje.io/s76tu3?update=3032811
48 https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/05/1163166
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Yet, in the three weeks following the ICJ order, the number
of trucks entering Gaza decreased by about a third, from an
average of 146 a day in the three weeks prior, to an average
of 105 a day over the subsequent three weeks. Before 7
October, on average, about 500 trucks entered Gaza every
day, carrying aid and commercial goods, including things like
food, water, animal fodder, medical supplies and fuel. Even
that quantity fell far short of meeting people’s needs®

49 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/israel-defy-
ing-icj-ruling-to-prevent-genocide-by-failing-to-allow-adequate-humanitari-
an-aid-to-reach-gaza/

50 https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/4.29.2024-
NSM-20-AlUSA-submission-re-Israel.pdf/ page 16

51 Ibid ,pagel6
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The pre-crisis average per working day of trucks entering
Gaza was 500, including fuel. 22

NN NINYNN 500-7 MONMNN 72 NNTIVIN 12D 2024 M1 001NN NITA
N0 ,ANNINN YINO INNY D'WTIN NINY 00N NN .ANNINN D0
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Analysing OCHA data on truckloads for the 12-month period
preceding October 2023 and excluding trucks carrying fuel,
Amnesty International established a baseline of 327 trucks
entering Gaza on average every day between October 2022 to
September 2023.

Different sources use different estimates of average daily truckloads
entering Gaza for the period before 7 October 2023.... A key factor
driving those differences seems to be whether a source establishes
the daily average based on the full number of days in a month or
year or based on the working days when border crossings were open
and operating. Amnesty International used the full number of days in
a month and year to establish daily baseline averages.™

52 https//:www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/05/new-crossing-
points-and-floating-dock-are-cosmetic-changes-as-humanitarian-access-di-
sintegrates-in-gaza-warn-aid-agencies /https//:www.amnesty.org/en/latest/
news/2024/02/israel-defying-icj-ruling-to-prevent-genocide-by-failing-to-allow-
adequate-humanitarian-aid-to-reach-gaza/

53 https://gaza-aid-data.gov.il/media/fbfddg2q/cogat-assessment-food-
and-food-security-in-the-gaza-strip-response-to-ipc-report-1.pdf

54 https//:www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/8668/2024/en/
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At several points during the 15-month conflict, aid slowed to
just a single-digit trickle of trucks each day, down from an
average of 500 that entered daily before the war.*

Still, provisions under the deal are far from enough. Before
the war, when Gaza had a functioning economy and farms
supplying fresh produce, about 500 trucks entered daily. Over
15 months of fighting, shipments never approached that level.>®

Before the war, an average of 500 trucks a day — around
15,000 trucks a month — containing aid and commercial
goods entered Gaza per month.*’

For context: Before 7 October attack, 500 aid trucks entered
Gaza every day, according to the UN>®

N NI DWNY NIRYN 500 |NINT DNNNNT DD'WNN D"IND 7¢ 0'DI0ND 02 ,10NI

Before the war erupted in October 2023, Gazans relied on
500 trucks a day to deliver the food and other basic goods
that they needed.*

55 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/23/ga-
za-aid-surge-ceasefire

56 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jan/17/aid-increase-cease-
fire-deal-admission-israel-could-have-done-more-experts-say

57 https://edition.cnn.com/2025/01/22/middleeast/gaza-war-ceasefire-
snapshot-dg-intl/index.html

58 https//:www.bbc.com/news/live/c3rwqpj70ert

59 https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/04/1162696
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Import of fuel and cooking gas

Year Diesel & petrol (liters) Cooking Gas (kg) Fuel for Gaza Power Plant (liters)

w2 o 175.53M 91.91M 145.76M
CE

02022 2022 ®2022

Type of fuel
i Jan Feb Mar Apr Ma m  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Jan Feb Max Apr May Jum Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec| Jm Feb Mar Apr May Jm Jul Aue Sep Oct Nov Degf

$20CHA 2022 ,nTY NVIX1T7 D'N10N 701N PIT N1An :5 N
From Gaza crossings: movement of people and goods, by the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). © United Nations 2025.Reprinted with the
ppermission of the United Nations. https://www.ochaopt.org/data/crossings
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63 https//:www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/14/israel-gaza-cease-
fire-deal-negotiations-hamas-hostages ;//https//:www.nytimes.com/2025/01/24/
world/middleeast/gaza-israel-cease-fire-aid.html; https://www.theguardian.
com/world/live/2025/jan/19/israel-gaza-ceasefire-live-news-updates?filterKe-
yEvents=false&page=with%3Ablock-678cd9cf8f08fd7ce2cdch5d;  https://www.
lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2025/01/06/in-gaza-a-web-of-obstacles-con-
sistently-blocks-humanitarian-aid-flow_6736735_4.html
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It is important to emphasize that the OCHA data show what
people in Gaza were able to import before October 2023,
not what their needs were.%

The number of trucks, including the number of food trucks,
that enter a territory where some 2.2 million people have
been living through a 17-year-old unlawful blockade and
multiple armed conflicts is a deeply imperfect metric for
assessing whether enough essential supplies, including
nutritious food, are getting to the people in need.®

...For example, these data do not provide information on
how many more trucks and how much more food and
other essentials could have entered Gaza had Israel lifted its

17-year-old unlawful blockade...5®

ANNT NYIXIN TV D700 TNIYWY NT2I0N NIYPINT DN NThY 01717 71N
NTNT IN ,DMIXDN NNIND N0'D 7Y NJW N0YJUN NTNT ,ONNN MOINYN
Y101 INVOUN NN MONT WY 2014 TND DPNNYT 12'WNN 178 MJ2N Nav
MPIINN NNIDN MY NN 1MW 10 DYT .ATY NVIXIA DN DY N1 7Y
"2 DMI¥NAN T, NMNIYNN NTIL,NAYINIA (7 1K) DN NTNIN NN (6 1N)
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64 Amnesty International” ,Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territory’ :You Feel
Like You Are Subhuman :Israel’s Genocide Against Palestinians in Gaza,5.12.2024 ,“
https//:www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mdel15/8668/2024/en , /p.172-174.

65 Ibid ,p.173.

66 Ibid ,p.176.
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From International Data Base: Egypt Life Expectancy at Birth (1997-2019), by the
U.S. Census Bureau. © U.S. Census Bureau 2025. Reprinted under fair use conditions.
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/idb/#/trends?dashboard_page=country&COUN-
TRY_YR_ANIM=1997&CCODE_SINGLE=EG&subnat_map_admin=ADM1&CCODE=EG,X-
G, XW,IL&COUNTRY_YEAR=1997&menu=trendsViz&TREND_RANGE=1997,2019&TREND _
STEP=5&TREND_ADD_YRS=&measures=EQ

67 https//:www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/idb/#/trends?dashboard
page=country&COUNTRY_YR_ANIM&1997=CCODE_SINGLE=EG&subnat_map_
admin=ADM1&CCODE=EG,XG,XW,IL&COUNTRY_YEAR&1997=menu=trends-
Viz& TREND_RANGE&1997,2019=TREND_STEP&5=TREND_ADD_YRS&=measures=EQ
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From International Data Base: Egypt Life Expectancy at Birth (1997-2019), by the
U.S. Census Bureau. © U.S. Census Bureau 2025. Reprinted under fair use conditions.
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/idb/#/trends?dashboard_page=country&COUN-
TRY_YR_ANIM=1997&CCODE_SINGLE=EG&subnat_map_admin=ADM1&CCODE=EG,X-
G, XW,IL&COUNTRY_YEAR=1997&menu=trendsViz&TREND_RANGE=1997,2019&TREND _
STEP=5&TREND_ADD_YRS=&measures=EQ
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68 https//:www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/idb/#/trends?dashboard
page=country&COUNTRY_YR_ANIM&1997=CCODE_SINGLE=EG&subnat_map_
admin=ADM1&CCODE=EG,XG,XW,IL&COUNTRY_YEAR&1997=menu=trends-
Viz& TREND_RANGE&1997,2019=TREND_STEP&5=TREND_ADD_YRS&=measures=EQ
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Gaza crossings: movement of people and goods, by the United Nations Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). © United Nations 2025. Reprinted with the per-
mission of the United Nations. https://www.ochaopt.org/data/crossings

Incoming goods to Gaza (truckloads)

Covid-19
restrictions
Jul-Aug escalation of hostilities imposed

since March
194 17
oak|
H I I o 49| 52K ]
26K BIK i
20M 5 2016 X

2006 Jan-Jun JulDec 2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014 200
2007 2007

March 2006 - Israel stops allowing Palestinian
workers inta Israel

W From Israel W From Egypt

69.2022-7 2005 "2 NTYJ NI'NYN NDD :8 N

IN I'N2XD ,NM0INA ,N'0OUNA APTXAN XN WWUN NON QY UNIT)
NDN AWN XM ,2014-7 2007 "2 2TY7 MNINO N0 171207 N'nn

JV DT NIND NV'OUN NY2a00 D DX NY ,2023-9 2015 M JV1091 NMTNN
69 https//:www.ochaopt.org/data/crossings




71 | 7772 M0 NNNINA "DYN NXY” NIDYRN 7U 'NNIPRA NN

NY1I97 ANINN NT DMNN NIDNA AY1IAON 111D ,NTY NVIXIA DN NYNIN
NNINNY DININ NYD X" 1IN MONA DNTY D'NO1N JYW DMPNN .ONXY DN
TIYN NN DN 1T DAY 1D DAY DN, DT XD NTVA Mpinn
NYOINT NNIT2 ,NP'00'VLDT N'TIINN NI'VDTON NIYINI NTYN NINIAN
20NN TIY2A 7°,90-N NNV PNV JY NI'XPIDA P01V P9N2 6 PO INNIY
¢ DN NIV NINY 0D ,0TY "AVINND 77N J¥ DNTN NIV NN 790 NI
0'JV19 J¥ DND'D NN'ON TV, NNNOND N1 TN 721 DJIYN "AVIND PN
' ,NI2Y MNOYN J¢ D"NN NID™N TV NVOYN POO N77 INIWYT 0'1'0079
D'1000 )7NN2 NMMIVNYNI NN ANTN-NNA DONINA D'NXND N¥NI]
MDA DA D'NN NTNINA APV NOW TY D'YAND DININ ,NNTN .DNTIP

7772 M0 NNNYN YINOT TV NNNNRD DY 30-2 NTY NYINID D'NN

:NNNTN DIV AVIXIL DXV ITD NX LT
MMNPHNA INK NMPNRNDN XTT NMIY NI

NTYQ TN JW "XV X" DN DMIO0N DN JODN 1'N DINN DTN '
NYNO - NXMWYNDN DNINI NY1IO NNTMT 20 DIPN WTPN N ,NNNYNN D0
NIN )0 7Y 9011 .AYINIA QYY) NDMAT MINON MINIW DWW YION NINY
722024 JMONT NI 2 NTYT PTON NDMD NN DAY TMINAYY ApND 170
NIV N Y NNTI - NVIXID 'DXY ITD XM DNIYNN MANNY 11yl
NN 790 1727 DI2IN YI'ON D DN L,J7710 APNNN NIFONT '0MIN KI N1
PPN P70 ,1ON .AVININ NND1TIIN 77D ¢ D NNTNN DM NTP0 DDIND
NN'NIN DIV DTV MIPNN NXTAY DMIVI0 '0DINN MT DYUNI,DTID TV
ON'7 NNT AT MV Z 01707 NIY XN QRY NIYD ,NDMIXD 7700 44%-7 VN

70 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/unrwa-report-finds-infant-mor-
tality-in-gaza-no-longer-in-decline-press-release/
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72 https://backend.shoresh.institute/downloads/research-paper-eng-Kim-
hi-FoodSecurity.pdf

Naomi Fliss-Isakov et al” ,.Food Supplied to Gaza during Seven Months of the
Hamas-Israel War,“Israel Journal of Health Policy Research vo; (2025) 14.

73 https//:www.ifpri.org/blog/one-year-of-war-in-gaza-food-emergency-
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https//:www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/8668/2024/en, p.174./
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“Trucks screened by COGAT are typically only half full, in line with
its requirements”, he said. “When we count the trucks on the
other side when they have been reloaded...they are full. Already
there, the numbers will never match up,” he continued.

He explained that counting day to day and comparing numbers
“makes little sense” as it does not take into account delays at the
crossing and in moving to warehouses. “'®
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Gaza crossings: movement of people and goods, by the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). © United Nations 2025. Reprinted with the
permission of the United Nations. https://www.ochaopt.org/data/crossings
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stolen-by-gunmen-and-looted-as-convoys-start-crossing-from-israel/

125 Francesco Cecchi ,Mija Tesse-Ververs ,Zeina Jamaluddine” ,Wartime
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126 Ibid ,p.13.

127 Checchi et al., “Wartime”, p.6.
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129 Checchi et al., “Wartime”, p.11, figure no.4.

130 The Sphere Handbook: Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in

Humanitarian Response. Fourth ed. Geneva, Switzerland: Sphere; 2018. p. 199.
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131 Checchi et al., "Wartime", p.3: “For 86.5% (29,611) records the number
of pallets was provided in lieu of weight; pallets’ standard load was 637.5 Kg [23]
and should not have exceeded 750 kg [31, 32]”

31. Logistics Cluster. Standard Operating Procedures for Accessing Services from
the Egyptian Red Crescent (ERC). 2023.
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https//:www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/annex_5_palletization_unrwa_label-
ling_requirements_v2.pdf
132 Checchi et al., "Wartime”, p.10.

133 The Sphere Handbook, p.199.

134 Checchi et al., "Wartime”, p.11.
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It is lawful to besiege enemy forces, i.e., to encircle them
with a view towards inducing their surrender by cutting them
off from reinforcements, supplies, and communications with
the outside world. 739 In particular, it is permissible to seek
to starve enemy forces into submission.

,1977 NIYN N2YT NIINDNT NURIN Q0NN 717101197 (1)54 V0 ,7UNT 1IN 136
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article-54_
- DITRN 278N NTNYT MINTIAN TN D10 INY 137

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl/v1/rule53 -
The prohibition of starvation as a method of warfare does not prohibit siege
warfare as long as the purpose is to achieve a military objective and not to starve
a civilian population. This is stated in the military manuals of France and New
Zealand. Israel’s Manual on the Laws of War explains that the prohibition of
starvation “clearly implies that the city’s inhabitants must be allowed to leave
the city during a siege”. Alternatively, the besieging party must allow the free
passage of foodstuffs and other essential supplies, in accordance with Rule 55.
States denounced the use of siege warfare in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It was also
condemned by international organizations.

138 https://www.voanews.com/a/iraqgis-starve-waiting-troops-push-is-
from-mosul/3840432.html

139 https://www.theguardian.com/society/2003/mar/25/irag.disasterresponse

140 https://media.defense.gov/2023/Jul/31/2003271432/-1/-1/0/DOD-
LAW-OF-WAR-MANUAL-JUNE-2015-UPDATED-JULY%202023.PDF
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GC COMMENTARY 139 (“The words ‘The Parties to the conflict
shall endeavor’ show that under the Convention evacuation
is not compulsory; belligerents should nevertheless regard
this provision as a very strong recommendation to arrange
for evacuation whenever it is in the interest of the civilian
population and the military situation makes it possible.”).

GC COMMENTARY 139 (“The words ‘The Parties to the conflict
shall endeavor’ show that under the Convention evacuation
is not compulsory; belligerents should nevertheless regard
this provision as a very strong recommendation to arrange
for evacuation whenever it is in the interest of the civilian
population and the military situation makes it possible.”).™

MY NIO1TIINT YI'D J¥W N0 NNYON NN DA DI

However, allowing passage of these items is not required by
the party controlling the area unless that party is satisfied that
thesre are no serious reasons for fearing that:
e the consignments may be diverted from their destination;
e the control may not be effective; or
e a definite advantage may accrue to the military efforts or
economy of the enemy.

YU NTD NNPNA QYO JY NI0WRN 1D YT ANNIN TN, TIVI NNT
NNNDNT DWNYN TWN MTY DINT DNNN 1N N'NITN NND17DIN
mMN17 N2Y NPOONT |0 D'WNYNY APOON 2N NN'ONYT IN ,AMND

M5PNATN QY NPOONT [N ANND

141 Ibid footnote 743

142 Ibid 5.19.3

143 https://media.defense.gov/2023/Jul/31/2003271432/-1/-1/0/DOD-
LAW-OF-WAR-MANUAL-JUNE-2015-UPDATED-JULY%202023.PDF, p325
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This rule would not apply to attacks that are carried out for
specific purposes other than to deny sustenance. For example,
this rule would not prohibit destroying a field of crops to
prevent it from being used as concealment by the enemy or
destroying a supply route that is used to move military supplies
but is also used to supply the civilian population with food.

13 Y211 INN TIY YN Nn0Ma KX JY TN

Siege is a legitimate method of warfare as long as it is directed
against enemy armed forces'

MNIND DNNY TN D'NITX 7Y 110 NINYON NN ON D ¥WIATN NIN
:N70120 )ITD ND'D TWONT NANNNN

Inthose circumstances, consideration may be given to allowing
all civilians and the wounded and sick to leave the besieged
area. He would then be able to prevent food as well as other
supplies from reaching the defending troops and he would be
less circumscribed in attacking them.™¢

N7 D'NITNN NIN'Y'W NIPNA DA N0 T AY1AP D DA 901N '0MAN TN
NVINI IN NYDDND

The military authorities of the besieged area might decide
not to agree to the evacuation of civilians or the civilians
themselves might decide to stay where they are. In those
circumstances, so long as the besieging commander left open
his offer to allow civilians and the wounded and sick to leave
the besieged area, he would be justified in preventing any
supplies from reaching that area.’”’

144 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
media/5a7952bfe5274a2acd18bda5//SP3832004Edition.pdf

145 Ibid 5.34.1

146 Ibid 5.34.2

147 Ibid 5.34.3
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Each High Contracting Party shall allow the free passage of
all consignments of medical and hospital stores and objects
necessary for religious worship intended only for civilians
of another High Contracting Party, even if the latter is its
adversary. It shall likewise permit the free passage of all
consignments of essential foodstuffs, clothing and tonics
intended for children under fifteen, expectant mothers and
maternity cases.

The obligation of a High Contracting Party to allow the free
passage of the consignments indicated in the preceding
paragraph is subject to the condition that this Party is satisfied
that there are no serious reasons for fearing:

(a)thattheconsignmentsmaybedivertedfromtheirdestination,
(b) that the control may not be effective, or
(c) that a definite advantage may accrue to the military
efforts or economy of the enemy through the substitution of
the above-mentioned consignments for goods which would
otherwise be provided or produced by the enemy or through
the release of such material, services or facilities as would
otherwise be required for the production of such goods.

JNN 1272 A"0ON D YNIONA 12010 ,NT WO NININT 1958 MWD NNWIO]
001N TYUN ¥ DN N'NITRN AMDITIINT VI'0 "NITYUN T¥ 12N V1IN MIYON
N ,QNNT N2 NN NNY T DN YW IR DTIVID 1001 D'NITYNNY 17

148 https//:ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv/1949-article?23-ac-
tiveTab1949=GCs-APs-and-commentaries
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151 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court308,
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NN ,24.4.2025 DD NVTNNAT 29N TN M TW 1IMON0A NOID TR NN 152

Y2790 17NN QUN® DIV 1IN NMIYDI NPT YT NMINTA ANDIWYT ICC-N TU YYD NNDY

U NNDN NAVIN TY NINYRD TUL NN P2 DWYPI1IANN 017 IN0AN W11NNN DN 121D
ICC-N NVINN INY.NTY NYIXID N'D1TDIND

https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/CourtRecords/0902ebd180b5913d.pdf

.39 MY ,(9.3.2025-7 10TIVN) ,“I112 NN NNNIN TV MTY” DTN 19 153



95 | 7772 M0 NNNINA "DYN NXY” NIDYRN 7U 'NNIPRA NN

DN NMAVN NOWA VAN 19¢ WIIND DIX 7Y "Ny ,0NNN DTN
JOOINN YT 7Y D2 D ICI-M ICC-n T 7V NANTNA NDLIX ,*(DXNIYT
W P ADNMAN T NINND MY VIVN] NATH IN.DTIN 'L, HRW

%5, (13 211'N) 12'O NINNN DNN ANTAY DTY

DMITNT 121'0 NNYON JNINA,NVININ |19XT DPOON NIY NMYJIN NINY e
DIXDN DT NIN QNN TN N1 ,NNYY 1101 NMI0 NN L,NVIXIA DNNK
¥ ANMNTN DTN NYAIND NTHYN D 10D I8 DTN J¢ DNTNY
002 NPOON YINT 'PINY NN, NINNN NITTNI N0 62NN NINAY
P .01NIN NTND NN Q1TYY NNYOR D'NATNT NN DN YD NNN DMITRD
TN D21,NTY WA DNTI MYPIPD NYIN 7Y INIY NDINYN 12NI10A 6-2
Y DNIMOIN IN ANPIN AN WN QNN .D'NITR DN WONT NDWNN
,NYVINID TAN NTND NPZOON NYNINA NINAT NN WNTND NPOON NYVIN
NVIND ,ANNIN T JW D2AIND NIIYIDT DNNN L, NNIONNT 1NN NNNDY
NVINAN AVIN 770 NN 2'WINT DD

Yoav Gallant
Israel's Defense Minister
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Youtube, public domain. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbPdR3E4hCk
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%D7%90%D7%93%D7%9D

155 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbPdR3E4hCk

156 https//:media.defense.gov/2023/Jul/1/0-/1-/31/2003271432/DOD-
LAW-OF-WAR-MANUAL-JUNE-2015-UPDATED-JULY.202023%PDF 5.9.13

157 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbPdR3E4hCk
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This [the deprivation of objects necessary to human survival]
occurred through the imposition of a total siege over Gaza
that involved completely closing the three border crossing
points, Rafah, Kerem Shalom and Erez, from 8 October 2023
for extended periods.

6 TV NTY NYIXIT DMIXD AW MO 12YN 7V N0YIY DN NT 120D INIWY
,AYYNT 0T TVIND DIV "PITNT" 1NN M0 N1 7D N7 NNUN N1 ,2024 'N0A
N7 NMXN DOTNNN DY DT NN NN DNNOND 91PN JWN1 1IN0
N7 AWUN NOINN - NIRIY NOYTYI RXDINTYNITY AWND INTYO NN WWONT

117 VIT'N 720 000N IN Y0OUND 1107 NNIT
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158 https//:www.axios.com/2023/10/18/gaza-humanitarian-aid-entry-isra-
el-netanyahu-biden

159 Yuval Shani and Amichai Cohen, “The Prosecutor’s Uphill Legal Battle?
The Netanyahu and Gallant ICC Arrest Warrant Requests”, The Israeli Democracy
Institute, 26.5.2024, https://en.idi.org.il/articles/54233

160 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-69012303

161 Shaniand Cohen, “The Prosecutor’s Uphill”, https://en.idi.org.il/articles/54233



97 | 7772 M0 NNNINA "DYN NXY” NIDYRN 7U 'NNIPRA NN

VPN NTID TR T ANTDNT 000N NG QLY NRNIN
DIYN .JA10PIND 7 NOPNN INNT T ANLYN MOININ VI'D ND"D TWONT
TN - NOPNNN INNT DANYUNIN DN "07MN NXN” 7V NNNXNYT D
1NN TINM,7V191 NVOWUN NNMANT - DD V1AW 11N NT7W1 Npn 701V
PNNI N1D N1IINN D 10D ,NNNITNN YN DY NTYA TN MIND J¥ Dnp

NNy 29oNN

NN INTVTINNNTAPN TXD NMANYNI AT NNVITI,NT PID NINT 1NNV 10D
JNAN2 NOPIY NT ,NINTD NN 1ON DX ,NYVININ "QAWIN NN 2'WINT IR0
NNINXD DX AP INIYY ,NA0N INNT V1AW 12107182 15-1D TNN.ANXINN
,NI0N INNT O"VI1AY ,N2107IN 21-0.0'D DN DTN NNTN OXDN NDINY
1NN ININ DWW ,ONDN NDINY D17¢ 01D 12YN JY UTND INIW NOINYN
NPOON NNAYN DIV DTV DDA 1T TV DMIND 71D 1TONT YN, ANNYT D
MOPNAN YIN'NT DNNN TXND |NWID NIMAMNNN N7 NNT 701 - 1O1 12yNa
DMV ININN NMINTONN NN TX1T N1 ,NPOONN 7Y VINVYNT N7 ,0N2yDN 7Y
DY) NN INDANY 77D TN TV NN M ,)ON1 .NPOOND NNAVIN DNAY
MO MINIWWN NWYIOT DTP,2024 'NNA 5-1 07N NYIIN 12 1NIY D10V
D' HRW 00NN ,y1ron N LICK-0 L ICC-0 T 9 TN 1T nwIo
N0 7Y NOMPN NINXIND MOININ JION J71NT NMNYON 12 U'W YITND DNNK
NPOON - NIV NN NIN'YDA AT 7192 1INATNY 100,072 .AYINIT NPODNN
NPOONNN NN NN 2024 NN 17002 NNJY ATV NVIXAT NJ7100 TN
NYNIY DIPNAN D) N71YY 10D ;2024 12DDDDT 1 P2 AVINAN NJAPY

INIY 2024 120212 NN

NVININ 'NITNT DPODN TWONT TN JU MPINN AN2AIN D W7 TN
NINNT 23 Q'V0DL YNONIA 2INII1,7'VT 1DTINY 10D .P0ITI0INT NMALP NN
NN NYUNYND NN NPODNN D 120 VT D" DN L1949 NIWD MY N DT
NUVIY IN ,ONDN 7Y D'M70 NN NI NIN NN ANDI7IIND
,7UN7T) 1NN AN NN N7 DN AN0TY DR ONPY T PV VIn'w N
NNDNY NN NINOWNYT NOTYIND NPOON NMON IN ,NPOON NN T
770 7107 720 NP'NIN NYA ANNDON NDND NPFO0NN N'NNTN NND17IINI

162 Ibid;
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173 https://edition.cnn.com/2024/04/09/middleeast/gaza-food-aid-
convoy-deaths-eyewitness-intl-investigation-cmd/index.html

174 https://www.timesofisrael.com/top-hamas-official-claims-group-is-not-
responsible-for-defending-gazan-civilians/
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175 https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/13/world/middleeast/gaza-
famine-starvation-israel.html

176 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/gaza-still-waiting-aid-
pressure-mounts-israel-2025-05-21/

177 https://gaza-aid-data.gov.il/main/

178 https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-runs-out-food-stocks-gaza-border-
crossings-remain-closed

179 https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-war-aid-groups-89068e30fe
90e8c13a6203836945b122; “the United Nations and aid groups deny there is
significant diversion.” https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=703431708742576
“we have seen no aid diversion”

180 https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/
remarks%E2%80%AF-unrwa-commissioner-general-philippe-
lazzarini%E2%80%AF-occupied - “UNRWA does not let aid be diverted.”;
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hamas-evacuation-jomana-karadsheh-fst-111712pseg2-cnni-world.cnn
307 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RDXQapOtUg
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U NIN0N NINXINN N DIYNNA QN1 - DT OYOND 9117 *.AND17DIN NINTNR
NMDITDIND MYMNON 12T NIYLN NN PHYN ]9INA P1TAT INY - VITND
NJTY) DMYWIIN DN 'PIN N7 YID'W 7V NIDIDN NINTY D2 10D ,N1pnin
OM2VPONI DT D'TYN D1PIT 20N NAXD TP 2. (“wint 7n1” MDY
I'N D, IMXT AINT 17 DININNY 1IN DYV DT NI0R 701 TV INp0ONT

308 https://www.itv.com/news/2024-03-01/he-didnt-understand-disabled-
man-shot-dead-in-gaza-hospital-by-idf

309 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israel-hamas-war-gaza-
nasser-hospital-man-shot-dead-evacuation-warning-rcnal39978
310 Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of

War, Geneva, 12 August 1949, Article 51 - https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-

treaties/gciv-1949/article-51?activeTab=

MIN 2NN TRIYI QYN 01YVMN NMDTT 0OYUNN 72NN - NINTY 3799 YA 311
.(2005) ‘NN1 TN TIP'O

312 https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/14/world/middleeast/isra-

el-gaza-military-human-shields.html. https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/poli-

tics/2025-01-07/ty-article/.premium/00000194-4156-dfbb-a7bc-6f76fc880000
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313 https://x.com/NourNaim88/status/1777521805420269651  (photo  of
living grandmother and claim, no other verification), https://x.com/RamAbdu/sta-
tus/1770897340364095722, (dead link, no video), https://www.middleeasteye.net/
news/war-gaza-israeli-army-forces-family-leave-94-year-old-grandmother-behind
314 https://x.com/muhammadshehad2/status/1763469843070697726
315 https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6202/Israeli-tanks-have-delib-
erately-run-over-dozens-of-Palestinian-civilians-alive

316 https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israelsoldier-boasted-run-
ning-over-dead-palestinian-man-tank

317 https://x.com/ytirawi/status/1771589516920238241

318 https://x.com/NourNaim88/status/1761163980947558806
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319 https://x.com/ytirawi/status/1772925436231598415

320 https://twitter.com/NourNaim88/status/1779892829231140976
321 https://twitter.com/ytirawi/status/1770919159800402148

322 https://x.com/GozukaraFurkan/status/1770919234278740269
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323 https://twitter.com/QudsNen/status/1775960365630624249
324 https://x.com/SaulStaniforth/status/1800790290783248589
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325 https://twitter.com/RamAbdu/status/1773065074162213322
326 According to Palestinian activist Younis Tirawi, the footage was filmed by
an Israeli paratrooper and shared on social media, Later source indeed points to
the Youtube account of a Israeli paratrooper Shalom Gilbert, although the video
was taken down since, and it is not known if the clip was edited and cut by Gilbert
or by Tirawi. Tirawi later used this material and more in a 38-minute documentary
about alleged war crimes, much of it based on some of the clips analyzed here.
327 In the first version of this document we mistakenly attributed to tirawi
the claim that the video was shot by a sniper. We regret this mistake.

328 https://x.com/ytirawi/status/1790893499115606334, around minutes
17:00-20:00
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329 https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2023/11/17/how-
hamas-breached-israel-iron-wall/ (see especially from min.10:14 in the attached
video), as well as https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/hkrvxm2pye
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331 https://www.mekomit.co.il/ps/134512/
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332 https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/2024-05-23/ty-article/.premi-
um/0000018f-9c76-d6da-alcf-ff76832b0000

333 https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/rjxgpfkujx

334 https://news.snhr.org/2025/03/17/daily-update-extrajudicial-kill-
ings-in-the-wake-of-events-in-the-coastal-region-from-march-6-to-march-17/,
https://www.syriahr.com/en/358387/

335 https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/10/syria-end-coastal-kill-
ing-spree-protect-civilians, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZPquSRCINI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IZflro7XMY

336 https://www.wsj.com/video/footage-us-soldiers-fire-on-iraqi-civil-
jans/7B813170-68ED-4918-9813-4DD7BF32D798,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04j50ghDeKA,  https://abcnews.go.com/
International/watchdogs-iragi-troops-beat-execute-mosul-prisoners-videos/sto-
ry?id=48645312

337 Reality Check and BBC Monitoring, “Bucha killings: Satellite image of
bodies site contradicts Russian claims”, BBC Online, 22 April 2022, https://www.
bbc.com/news/60981238

338 https://leekern.substack.com/p/detailed-description-of-hamas-massa-

cre?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&triedRedirect=true ,

.26 ‘DY ,(9.3.2025-7 DTIVN) ,“IT12 MAN NNNIN TY MTY” 0TI Y 339
340 https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6259/New-Report:-Kill-
ing-starving-Palestinians,-targeting-aid-trucks-is-a-deliberate-Israelipolicy-
341 https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6259/New-Report:-Kill-
ing-starving-Palestinians,-targeting-aid-trucks-is-a-deliberate-Israelipolicy-
342 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlerY4M9kQc
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344 https://www.inss.org.il/social_media/behind-the-scenes-at-the-hague-in-
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Specifically, every one of us on a daily basis treated pre-teen
children who were shot in the head and chest*'
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Overwhelmingly, our victims were children. | would say 70-

75% of the people we operated on were elementary school
age or younger.
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348 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/exhausted-gaza-med-
ics-struggle-help-casualties-israeli-bombardment-2024-01-11/; https://msf-
southasia.org/witness-to-resilience-inside-gazas-al-agsa-hospital-with-msfs-ma-
rie-aure-perreaut-revial/ “In Mid-November MSF started supporting the Shohada
Health Centre, the biggest provider of primary health care in Khan Younis.”
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I did not see fighters [...] | had no idea anyway [..] Most
people | treated were women and children.”353
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What | overwhelmingly saw was children.
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352 https://www.msnbc.com/all-in/watch/-apocalyptic-american-sur-
geon-on-histwo-

weeks-inside-gaza-s-ruined-hospitals-211566661657.

353 https://www.msnbc.com/all-in/watch/-apocalyptic-american-sur-
geon-on-histwo-

weeks-inside-gaza-s-ruined-hospitals-211566661657.

354 Christiane Amanpour, “UK doctor back from Gaza: I'm ashamed that
we’re doing this to fellow humans”, CNN, 18 January

2024, https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2024/01/18/intv-amanpour-debo-
rah-harrington-obstetrician-gaza.cnn.

355 https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=9sclVFfmN9k,
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views.html
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MAABHX7MPOI2J-1QrH_tHAJ97Fr963u8qdih3j4CFwehggXQGrifbiP-FFguzQ,_
aem_DxZj2a3X5PGdUkOx1ty9jQ

357 https://www.jpost.com/israel-hamas-war/article-804116
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359 https://edition.cnn.com/2024/01/04/middleeast/israel-hos-
tage-doron-katz-asher-interview-hamas-gaza-intl/index.html

360 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRpC_fhelyQ, https://www.mako.
co.il/pzm-soldiers/Article-797e8e9388f4791027.htm , https://www.instagram.
com/reel/DKm1j0stG6K/

361 https://worldbeyondwar.org/undercounting-deaths-in-gaza-while-
claiming-its-the-worst-war-ever/ With the known violent deaths, the estimated
ten thousand people buried under the rubble and certainly dead, a conservative
estimate of 62,413 deaths from malnutrition and disease, and a conservative
estimate of 5,000 deaths in patients with chronic diseases, we estimate that the
current death toll is at least 118,908, approximately agreeing with the projected
estimates cited above. “
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Attacks shall be limited strictly to military objectives. In so
far as objects are concerned, military objectives are limited
to those objects which by their nature, location, purpose
or use make an effective contribution to military action and
whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization,

in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a definite
military advantage.

.D7'0 MWD 1D ,NINNA NAN NINY DYV - (Nature) man - e

NM7IN NYDYUNN DT IND ,NNNTT TY101 UnUnn DYY - (Use) iy o
INQND YID'WAL,DMNT 12V DU DTN ON D1 . 727100 NI 0]
JWUN1 NIN TV 70 N'D'0"17 NI0NT DNIN 01N V191

N1 NINN 10D ,N'RAX N'JON NIWNT WNWNN DXV - (Purpose) NN e
36, (PUINXMT MOINN NTYON,NINNIN MNIN) DNAN DIPNN N'TWODY

365 https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article52-

AYNN NN ,O"NAY DDIXT D DPNATN DDIXT D) NYDYN NIdA NINNY 72D 366

TN MIONN DN PN YNANNT 701N NNO'pNI - dual purpose target - MINIT NOM NN
.02 NYNION NNNTRN NMD170INT DY PTIA TNAWNNN 1N, TINAND TNIONN NN 0D



163 | 7772 M0 NNNINA "DYN NXY” NIDYRN 7U 'NNIPRA NN

N12N IN DY 12D ,MADIVON NTNYI MXNN DXV - (Location) pm e
120, NOPNN NYA VY NN WID'WA 1N ON D .AY1IIN 1N TV 07N
2007 N0NT AUN TV NInY

International-n 7¥ 8 773 NN 01 IXY,0MNIND NINPYN THYN IV NANNY
Committee of the Red Cross and Crescent Study on Customary
707 1M (“DITNN 29¥N 992") International Humanitarian Law

YN27 NAINN P NN QNN TYN 7Y 700 NURIN 717101197 57 'V Tiva
21NN NN TXN DA N L,DTNITR D'OPMAINT NINAY NNOD 2 NINaN
YT .NI9PNN 19D NNITRA ANDITIIND NN YT NINNT WWYNDN NOPIA
PNINNT1I NNITRN NMDITIIND D 1NXY NN TTA7 2NN 1212N0DN TN 02NN

*8:58 YD 1W7D .N21P2 NIMNAX NNOND DIPNHN JNNIY NNd TY

The Parties to the conflict shall, to the maximum extent feasible:

(@) without prejudice to Article 49 of the Fourth Convention,
endeavour to remove the civilian population, individual
civilians and civilian objects under their control from the
vicinity of military objectives;

(b) avoid locating military objectives within or near densely
populated areas;

(c) take the other necessary precautions to protect the civilian
population, individual civilians and civilian objects under their
control against the dangers resulting from military operations.
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Attacks shall be limited strictly to military objectives. In so
far as objects are concerned, military objectives are limited
to those objects which by their nature, location, purpose
or use make an effective contribution to military action and
whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization,
in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a definite
military advantage.
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2. With respect to attacks, the following precautions shall be taken:

(a) those who plan or decide upon an attack shall:
(i) do everything feasible to verify that the objectives to be
attacked are neither civilians nor civilian objects and are not
subject to special protection but are military objectives within
the meaning of paragraph 2 of Article 52 and that it is not
prohibited by the provisions of this Protocol to attack them;

(ii) take all feasible precautions in the choice of means and
methods of attack with a view to avoiding, and in any event
to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians
and damage to civilian objects;

(iii) refrain from deciding to launch any attack which may
be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury
to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination
thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete
and direct military advantage anticipated;

(b) an attack shall be cancelled or suspended if it becomes
apparent that the objective is not a military one or is subject
to special protection or that the attack may be expected to
cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage
to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would

DITNN 27¥N 17927 19 97D 371
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl/v1/rule19
372 https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article-57?activeTab=



N”NTNN NNV DY - X'D2 10D I 166

be excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military
advantage anticipated;

(c) effective advance warning shall be given of attacks which
may affect the civilian population, unless circumstances do
not permit.
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7. The presence or movements of the civilian population or
individual civilians shall not be used to render certain points or
areasimmune from military operations, in particularin attempts
to shield military objectives from attacks or to shield, favour or
impede military operations. The Parties to the conflict shall not
direct the movement of the civilian population or individual
civilians in order to attempt to shield military objectives from
attacks or to shield military operations.
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4. Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks are:
(a) those which are not directed at a specific military objective;

(b) those which employ a method or means of combat which
cannot be directed at a specific military objective; or
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(c) those which employ a method or means of combat the effects
of which cannot be limited as required by this Protocol, and
consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike military
objectives and civilians or civilian objects without distinction.
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5. Among others, the following types of attacks are to be
considered as indiscriminate:

(a) an attack by bombardment by any methods or means
which treats as a single military objective a number of clearly
separated and distinct military objectives located in a city,
town, village or other area containing a similar concentration
of civilians or civilian objects; and

(b) an attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss
of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or
a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to
the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated.
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Stahl: We have heard that a half million children have died. |
mean, that’s more children than died in Hiroshima. And, you
know, is the price worth it?

Albright: | think this is a very hard choice, but the price — we
think the price is worth it.
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My guess is that ‘some’ Iragi surveyors recorded deaths when
they did not take place or the child had died outside the time
frame but they specified the opposite.*”
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First, the need for explicit on-site verification, even in only a
small portion of the survey sample. Second, the training of
local enumerators (and international experts) to underscore
the need for objectivity even under difficult circumstances.
Third, the need for survey organizers and government to
ensure data quality (in Irag the government would not
provide census or birth and death registry data). Finally, the

499 https://rss.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1740-
9713.2010.00437.x
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need for reliable indicators of the effects of sanctions on

vulnerable sectors of the civilian population (eg, child
mortality is difficult to assess and other indicators such as

weight-for-age may be better).>®
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Michael Spagat, “Truth and Death in Irag under Sanctions”, Significance (September, 2010),
p.118. https://rss.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1740-9713.2010.00437.x. ©
Michael Spagat. With the permission of Michael Spagat.
500 Sarah Zaidi, “Child Mortality in Iraq”, The Lancet (October, 1997),
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P11S01406736(05)70470-0/
fulltext

501 Ali MM, Shah IH. Sanctions and childhood mortality in Irag. Lancet. 2000
May 27;355(9218):1851-7. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(00)02289-3. PMID: 10866440
502 Michael Spagat, "Truth and Death in Irag under Sanctions", Significance
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Spagat, Michael. “Truth and Death in Irag Under Sanctions”,
Significance, 2010, Vol. 7, No. 3, p. 118. Reproduced by
permission of Oxford University Press on behalf of the Royal
Statistical Society.
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Amnesty International has not sought to establish how many
food trucks would be needed to enter Gaza to replace the
loss of domestic food production and meet the population’s

nutritional needs.’®
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up.pdf
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505 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mdel15/8668/2024/en/,
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N”NTNN NNV DY - X'D2 10D 226

DMUOININ DN T DIND MPNN YY Dpon LT

TNIMN NITN W DY DD1D J2'WII0IN Y0DINN 1NN ,VNON N7 191N
INXDD NN NP NTT DO DAY D" IND TY M0ININN VI'oN DTV JY
D'NANN NYD DN PRIV MPINNN DNIDN VW ,MTN 199”7 :pon
NIMIDI0 7710 ,0MNINTI DN NND T¥ DMPNN” D 70N 1NN ."0D71vA
"2 MWW M) PRIV TV NIXPIoN JY NYOUNNY 1D Y D'VaNn ,D"IN
AN (TN DAY OININT DN PRIV NTYUNDD 1QY ]DINAD INXINDY
D77 AP - D'NNTN 212 ,N19D11 NMIT 2 ,0"NYT NIDTA T NNONY
DDYONNY ,2003 NIYN 'VOINN TV TNIMN NITA 9011 /11N 1727 19N NIVOD
NPYPION” D NN YO 0T MITA 7 PR1YT IINPINND NYJION MApya
NNNT 112 1900 NIYND TNN PRIV TV NMAN NIXINT TV 17010Y NJD700N
M2N “.N2NN NPIXNT DY N, 0T TINM 01900 DAY D'WIAN J¥ DTPIN
NYUIQ QUNNY NTAMD NNIXYT NID'NMN 10,000 JYN 190X NOIXA IINA
PNV M0MININN AN 2T MYYN NIV L,D"IND TY PN02AN NYVINT
AXD IV 17¢ NITA00INN NN P'TNN NINN HRW .Y 7100 10wn napya
NIN 1999-D 1707 71 X7 WI19NA 12 ONMNNT,1999 NIWA D71V DTN NMOT

91N N0V N ,1996-0 1NTIPY D)

UNICEF reported in October 1997 that one million children
were chronically malnourished and that the death rate of
children under five in 1996 was eight times greater than

before the Gulf War.>®
NPOYY 127 NMIVD MNP N7 191IN] DOY 9N HRW ¢ m1Tn ,ANTD N
MOININNONNNA TY IMATNN DA NI, AXDN AN NIOW NI “NTD NNNN 09"
:DY DX NINXPION 0WUN DR VPINY M TYIND 017 ,0°IND TW DTIPN

4,000 to 5,000 children (sic) dying unnecessarily every month
due to the impact of sanctions because of the breakdown of
water and sanitation, inadequate diet and the bad internal
health situation.®
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more than half the adult population has some degree of
overweight. For those aged 25 years and over, the survey
revealed a high prevalence of overweight (BMI 25+). For
Baghdad, this was 67%, Kerbala 50% and Diala 47%. The
greater this excess, the more a subject is at risk of obesity.
The prevalence of severe overweight (BMI 30+) was 30%, 27%
and 18% respectively. This was more prevalent in females than
males for Baghdad (34% and 23%) and for Diala (21% and 14%
respectively), but the problem is serious for both sexes. The
major reported causes of death in adults are heart disease,
hypertension and diabetes, all conditioned by obesity.*"®
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The latest Israeli estimate of 45 Palestinians dead is difficult to
reconcile with accounts from survivors of the 10-day battle,”
since “if only 45 Palestinians died in the Israeli Army assault on
the West Bank camp last week [...] she alone saw more than

half of the deaths.>*®
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Mr G, as he asks me to call him, tells me that a handicapped
boy was “buried alive by the Israelis”. He translates this in
Arabic to the men around him, and they “correct” him. He tells
me then that, in fact, five handicapped residents were buried
by bulldozers. | hear many accounts like this. Numbers of the

missing and dead that will not bear scrutiny.>*
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so far not seen any credible evidence to support Israel’s claim
that al-Shifa is housing a military command centre.®*

:HRW N D2

The Israeli military claims that Hamas has its headquarters
underneath al-Shifa hospital, and that Hamas military officials

are inside the hospital. HRW cannot corroborate this allegation. ¢
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sharabi-tells-un-security-council-how-hamas-steals-un-aid-to-eat-like-kings-
and-starve-the-hostages/
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The military made no mention on Wednesday of finding any
tunnel entrances in Al Shifa. It has previously said that Hamas
had built a network of tunnels under the hospital.

Both Hamas and hospital staff have denied this.

Hagari said the search would continue “in a precise way and
in accordance with intelligence [...] in order to gather more

details and to discover more assets.®®
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“While the underground tunnel uncovered by Israeli forces
after the raid does point to a possible militant presence
underneath the hospital at some point, it does not prove that
a command node was operating there during the war.

What we’re really lacking here is a confident understanding
of the fourth dimension, which is time. When were various
elements of the hospital being used in certain ways? When
were the tunnels beneath the hospital complex being used in
certain ways? 633
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None of the patients or medical staff who spoke to Human
Rights Watch said that they saw Palestinian fighters inside
the hospital compound during Israeli military operations.
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This is consistent with similar interviews published by the
international media.
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The minute we came in, all the nurses were standing there and
going like this [cheering].
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